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I. ADVERSARIES HINDER THE REBUILDING, chapter 4.

A. Offer of Help From Those Dwelling in The Land, vv. 1-2. See 2 Kings 17.
1. “for we seek your God, as ye do; and we do sacrifice unto him” – See 2 Kings 17:29-33.
B. Proposal Is Rejected, vs. 3.

C. Attempt to Discourage the Work, vv. 4-6.

1. “hired counsellors” – i.e., hired an attorney

2. “frustrate” – Lit. “to break up”, cause to cease.

3. “Ahasuerus” = Cambyses (529-522 B.C.)
D. Letter Written To King Artaxerxes (Smerdis – 521 B.C.), vv. 7-16.

E. Answer From The King, Stop The Work, vv. 17-22.

F. Restoration Stops (535 B.C.), vv. 23-24.

II. WORK ON THE TEMPLE RESUMES, chapter 5.

A. Then = 2nd Year of Darius’ Reign (520 B.C.).

1. For 16 years the work of the temple has been neglected.
B. Haggai & Zechariah Brings The Word of The Lord, vs. 1. Cf. Haggai 1 & Zechariah 1:1-17.
C. After The Rebuke & Encouragement From The Prophets, Building of The Temple Is Resumed, vs. 2.

1. Zerubbabel – Civil Leader; Jeshua – Spiritual Leader.

D. Investigation Is Made Concerning The Jews Work On The Temple, vv. 3-5.

1. Tatnai – Governor of entire region.

2. Different motive than was seen in chapter 4.

3. “said we unto them”, vs. 4 – “we told them” – ASV.

4. God is observing all their affairs, vs. 5.

E. Letter Written To King Darius, vv. 6-17.

1. Much effort being made (great stones, vs. 8)

2. Progress had been made (timber is laid in the wall).

3. They are servants of God (vs. 11) & had served the former king (vs. 13).

4. Search the library for the decree of Cyrus, vs. 17.

III. DARIUS RESPONSE & DECREE; TEMPLE IS COMPLETED, chapter 6.

A. Decree of Cyrus Is Found Verifying The Authority of The Jews To Build The Temple, vv. 1-5.

B. Darius Decree For Work To Continue, vv. 6-12.

1. Support from the treasury “from beyond the river” to be given to the Jews.

2. “Pray for the life of the king, and of his sons” – Lawful request.

See Jeremiah 29:7; 1 Timothy 2:2.

C. Decree Obeyed, vs. 13.

D. Temple Completed In The 6th Year of Darius’ Reign (516 B.C.), vv. 14-15.

E. Dedication Of The Temple, vv. 16-18.

F. Passover & The Feast Of Unleavened Bread Is Kept, vv. 19-22.

