THE BOOK OF EZRA

Chapters 7 – 10

Teacher: Jerry D. Sturgill/John M. Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Sunday Bible Class, June/July 2007

About 58 years have elapsed between the close of chapter 6 (516 B.C.) and the events recorded in chapters 7-10 (458 BC). During the time period between chapters 6 & 7 chronologically are the events recorded in Esther during the reign of King Ahasuerus (Xerxes: 486-464 B.C.).

Chapter 7 begins the “2nd section” of the book of Ezra. Among the things recorded we will see a second return of the Jews to Jerusalem under the leadership of Ezra in the 7th year of Artaxerxes the king of the Medo-Persian Empire – 458 B.C. (7:7).

I. SECOND RETURN LED BY EZRA (summary), chapter 7

A. Ezra’ Qualifications, vv. 1-10.

1. Artaxerxes: 464-425 B.C.

2. Ezra is a priest and scribe.

3. “the hand of the Lord his God upon him” – Divine Providence. 

See also 7:9, 28; 8:18, 22, 31

B. Ezra’s Commission, vv. 11-26.

C. Ezra’s Thanksgiving, vv. 27-28.

II. EZRA’S RETURN (details), chapter 8.

A. List Of Those Returning To Jerusalem, vv. 1-14.

B. After Checking, No Levites Were Found, vv. 15-20.

1. Ezra sends back for Levites, 38 Levites and 220 Nethinims join them.

C. A Fast Proclaimed And Prayer Offered For Their Protection, vv. 21-23.

1. “afflict” – To become humble.

2. “right way” – Carries the idea of making level by removal of obstructions.

D. The Treasure Is Committed To The Priests & Levites, vv. 24-30.

1. “weighed unto them” – For the purpose of checking. See vv. 29 & 33.
E. Arrival In Jerusalem, vv. 31-36.

III. SIN IN THE CAMP – UNLAWFUL MARRIAGES, chapter 9.

A. Unlawful Marriages Are Reported To Ezra, vv. 1-4. 

Cf. Exodus 34:15-16 ; Deuteronomy 7:2-3.
1. Not only the people, but the priests and Levites were involved.

a) The priests and Levites were expected to teach people the law.

See Leviticus 10:11; Deuteronomy 17:9; Malachi 2:7. 

b) They should have been an example to the people, they should have known better! The same holds true today! See Acts 20:28-30; 1 Timothy 4:12; 1 Peter 5:1-3.
2. “I rent my garment and my mantle” – Great grief, sorrow.

3. “astonied” – Astonished or amazed.

4. “trembled at the words of the God of Israel” – See Isaiah 66:2
B. Ezra’s Prayer & Confession of The Peoples Sin, vv. 5-15.

IV. ISRAEL PUTS AWAY THEIR UNLAWFUL WIVES, chapter 10.

A. Shechaniah’s Proposal to Put Away Their Unlawful Wives, vv. 1-5.

1. Note that Shechaniah’s father is one of the guilty, vs. 2. Cf. vs. 26.

2. “strange” wives – foreign, “outside" the nation of Israel.

B. A Proclamation For All Israel To Assemble, vv. 6-9.

C. Ezra’s Address Before The People, vv. 10-14.

D. The Vow Is Carried Out, vv. 15-17.

E. Names Of Those Who Put Away Their Wives, vv. 18-43.

F. Note: “some of them had wives by whom they had children.”, vs. 44.

As one gospel preacher said in regard to these verses, 

“A Commentary On The High Price Of Sin.”

AMEN!

