THE BOOK OF EZRA
Introduction & Chapters 1-3

Teacher: Jerry D. Sturgill, Flatwoods church of Christ, Sunday Bible Study, May 2007
INTRODUCTION: The book of Ezra takes up where the book of 2nd Chronicles ends. (Compare 2 Chronicles 36:22f with Ezra 1:1-3). It tells of the restoration of the Jews to their homeland after the 70 years of captivity, showing God as the keeper of His promises (See Jeremiah 29:10; Daniel 9:1f). 
Just as the Jews had been carried away in 3 stages into captivity, there will be 3 stages of restoration of the Jews to the land:
536 BC – The 1st group led by Zerubbabel (Ezra 2)

458 BC – The 2nd group led by Ezra (Ezra 7)

445 BC – The 3rd Group led by Nehemiah (Nehemiah 2)

THEME: Restoration

DATES COVERED: 536 – 457 BC
AUTHOR: Most likely Ezra.

DIVISIONS OF THE BOOK: The book of Ezra, as we shall see, is easily divided into 2 sections:

1. The restoration under Zerubbabel: chapters 1-6
2. The reforms under Ezra: chapters 7-10
CONTEMPORARY PROPHETS: Haggai and Zechariah (see 5:1-2, 6:14-15)
I. CYRUS’ PROCLAMATION CONCERNING THE TEMPLE, chapter 1.

A. The Decree of Cyrus, vv. 1-4

1. It has been 51 years since the close of 2 Chronicles.
2. First year of Cyrus – The 1st year of his reign over Babylon and the Jews.

3. This is in fulfillment of Jeremiah’s prophecy, Jeremiah 25:12; 29:10; cf. Daniel 9:1f.

4. Note the decree concerns “all his (God’s) people”, vs. 3. It is not limited to Judah, but also includes Israel. See also 2:70; 3:1; 10:25.
5. Jews that remained behind were to help finance the work, vs. 4. Cf. Jeremiah 29:4-7.
B. The People Return and Begin to Build, vv. 5-11.

1. The people gave and beyond, vv. 5-6.

2. Cyrus returns the articles that had been taken, vv.7-11. See 2 Kings 24:13; 25:13-17; 2 Chronicles 36:18.
NOTE: No Mention of the Ark!
3. Sheshbazzar – Possibly another name for Zerubbabel, Compare 5:16 with Zechariah 4:9.
II. NAMES OF THOSE WHO RETURNED, chapter 2.

A. 1st of 3 Returns – 536 BC.

B. province – Lit. “a judgeship”, i.e., jurisdiction. Still under Persian rule and control.

C. Total of people who returned:

1. 42,360 – Congregation.

2. 7,337 Servants.

D. Fulfillment of 2 Kings 19:30-31; Isaiah 1:9, 10:20-21; Ezekiel 6:8; Micah 2:12.
III. LAYING OF THE FOUNDATION OF THE TEMPLE, chapter 3.

A. Sacrifices Are Restored, vv. 1-7.

1. The events in this chapter occur in the 7th month. Note: The journey had taken about 4 months – see 7:9.

2. “as one man” – Unity, vs. 1

3. “as it is written in the law of Moses” – The Standard upon which unity is achieved, vs. 2

4. The altar is set up, vs. 3.

a) “bases” – Spot. Same place it formerly stood, vs. 3. “In its place” – ASV fn, ESV.
5. They kept the Feast of Tabernacles, vs. 4. Cf. Leviticus 23:39f.
6. Specified and voluntary offerings, vv. 4-7.

B. Foundation Of The New Temple Is Laid, vv. 8-13.
1. “to set forward” – Act as overseer, director. “to have the oversight of” – ASV, “supervise” – ESV.
2. The younger people expressed joy while the “old men” (ASV) that had seen the first temple wept.
a) Appears to be sorrow, either in regret at the contrast in the new temple (Haggai 2:3) or in sorrow for the sin that led to the destruction of the 1st temple.

