GALATIANS chapter 6

Teacher: John M. Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Wednesday Bible Class, October 2005
I. BURDEN BEARING, verses 1-5

A. Concerning a brother overtaken in a trespass:

1. Those who are “spiritual” (walking in the Spirit – see 5:16 ff), restore such an one.

“restore” = “mend, repair” – used metaphorically of settling disputes or arguments.
2. Thus, bear one another’s burdens.
3. “spirit of gentleness” – see 5:23; 2 Corinthians 2:7; 2 Thessalonians 3:15.
4. “The law of Christ” – see also Romans 8:2; James 1:25; 1 Corinthians 9:21
5. Is it possible for a “brother” to be “overtaken” and be in need of restoring? Yes, indeed! 
See Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43; 1 Corinthians 10:1-13; Galatians 5:4; Hebrews 3:12-13; James 5:19-20; 2 Peter 2:20-22
B. Considering oneself also:

1. Let every man prove his own work (“load” – life’s routine obligations, common to all).
2. Every man shall bear his own burden.

* NOTE: Is there a contradiction between verses 2 and 5? No! It is a recognition that not all burdens are the same. Some can be shared, and some must be borne individually.
II. MUTUAL RESPONSIBILITY, verses 6-10

A. The responsibility of sharing financially with those who are teachers of the word.

1. “Communicate” = Greek, KOINONEO = “share, distribute” (compare Philippians 4:15).

2. The principle of sowing and reaping - see Job 4:8; Proverbs 1:31-33; Hosea 8:7; 10:12.

B. We must not be weary of well doing: We shall reap, if we faint not!

1. Sowing to the flesh (5:16-19; Romans 7:18; 8:23); sowing to the Spirit (5:16-18; John 8:31; 15:7; Romans 12:1-2; Colossians 2:6; 3:2)

2. We have a responsibility to do good unto all!

a. “opportunity” =  refers to a distinct, set time.

b. “household of faith” – see John 13:35; Romans 12:10-13; 1 John 4:20-21

III. CONCLUSION, verses 11-18

A. Paul makes a summary conclusion: the glorying is to be IN THE CROSS!
1. In this, Paul makes his final attack against the Judaizing teachers!

2. “large letters” - Paul’s emphasis on what he is stating!

3. “boast” - an expression of praise (see Romans 8:1-3; 1 Corinthians 2:2; 1 Peter 2:24).

4. “the world” - the evil, Satanic system characterized by those who are at enmity with God (see 1 John 2:15-17; 5:19).

B. Important: being a new creature in Christ! The New Birth! See John 3:3-5; 2 Corinthians 5:7

C. Paul had demonstrated the truth of what he had taught, not only in word and doctrine, but also in the life he lived: he had suffered persecution for the gospel, and bore the marks thereof!
1. “the Israel of God” = All believers who are in Christ’s covenant; the “spiritual Israel.” (see 3:17-18; Romans 2:28-29; 9:6-7; Revelation 21:1-5; 22:14-16).

2. “marks” – the physical results of persecution which Paul had experienced for the Lord (see Acts 14:19; 16:22; 2 Corinthians 1:5; 4:10; 11:25; Colossians 1:24).

a. Remember that some were claiming Paul was not a genuine apostle. 
b. These marks which Paul bore on his body was the refutation of this falsehood; his battered body was his testimony!

SOME GREAT DISTINCTIONS IN GALATIANS
A. The difference between a teacher of truth (such as Paul) and a teacher of error (the Judaizers).

B. The difference between the one true gospel and “another gospel.”
C. The difference between the Law of Moses and the Law of Christ.

D. The difference between many “seeds” and the seed of Abraham, Christ.

E. The difference between the works of the flesh and the fruit of the spirit.

F. The difference-between bearing one’s own burdens and bearing another’s burdens.

G. The difference between glorying in men and glorying in the cross.

SOME GREAT TRUTHS FROM GALATIANS
A. That the gospel must not be changed.

B. That justification is by the gospel, not the Law of Moses.

C. That we become children of God by faith when we put on Christ in baptism.

D. That Christians must shun the works of the flesh and bear the fruit of the Spirit.

E. That Christians must bear one another’s burdens and thus fulfill Christ’s law.

F. That God has a law of “sowing and reaping.”
