GALATIANS Introduction and Chapter 1

Teacher: John M. Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Wednesday Bible Class, August 2005
AUTHOR: Paul (1:1; 5:2) (note: written by Paul himself, not a secretary – 6:11)

DATE: 49-56 A.D.
THEME: Liberty is found in Christ! The LAW OF MOSES versus the LAW OF CHRIST!

PURPOSE: Paul wrote to counter false teachers (Judaizers) who were teaching churches Paul had planted in the region that Gentiles must keep the various aspects of the Jewish law to be pleasing to God. These false teachers were “legalists” for insisting that through legal adherence to the Mosaic Law justification can be realized. “Liberty” then refers to freedom from sin, and freedom from the Old Covenant law system as a means of justification. This problem greatly plagued the early church (see, for examples, Acts 15:1-30; Colossians 2:16-23). Christianity cannot be “mixed” with Judaism (much of the religious world yet today, unfortunately, fails to recognize the difference between the TWO COVENANTS!). These false teachers evidently had influence among the Galatian Christians (note Paul’s reference to “foolish Galatians” in 3:1). They questioned Paul’s apostolic authority (1:1-12), and required all converts to be circumcised and keep the Law (5:2; 6:12). Paul had testified against them in person (1:9; 4:16), and wrote this letter to expressly oppose their doctrine.

THE PLACE: GALATIA The region of Galatia (modern-day Turkey) was a province of the Roman Empire, the interior central part of the peninsula called Asia Minor (see map below). The original inhabitants of the region were a Celtic people who had migrated from Gaul (modern-day France), from which the name “Galatia” originated. Paul founded churches in the Galatian cities of Antioch, Iconium, Lystra and Derbe (Acts 13:14-14:23).

PAUL’S VISITS: See Acts 13:13-14:20; 16:6; 18:23; Galatians 1:9; 5:21

SIMILARITIES: Galatians was written about the time of Romans and 2 Corinthians, and in fact, notable similarities exist between those books:

2 Cor. 11:32 & Gal. 1:17 
2 Cor. 2:7; 8:12 & Gal. 2:1-3 
2 Cor. 10:1-11 & Gal. 4:18,20 
2 Cor. 12:20-21 & Gal. 4:19-21 
2 Cor. 9:6 & Gal. 6:7 
2 Cor. 11:2 & Gal. 4:17
2 Cor. 11:20 & Gal. 5:15

Rom. 8:14-17 & Gal. 4:6-7

Rom. 10:5 & Gal. 3:12

Rom. 4:13, 14, 16 & Gal. 3:14, 16, 29

Rom. 11:31 & Gal.3:2
GALATIANS Chapter 1

I. INTRODUCTION, verses 1-5

A. Paul’s apostleship:

1. “APOSTLE” = “a delegate; a messenger; one sent forth”
2. Paul was an apostle, not by man, but by Jesus Christ and God the Father

B. Greetings to the Galatians (but note: no word of commendation is given here!)
C. Description of Jesus Christ:

1. He gave Himself for our sins (Paul “sets the stage” for what is to follow).

2. He delivers us from this present evil world.

II. DEFENSE OF THE GOSPEL, verses 6-10

A. Paul marveled that the Galatians were so soon moving to “another gospel”
B. The true Gospel is unchangeable, and the curse of God is upon any who would pervert it.

1. “Pervert” = corrupt; distort

2. The perversion under consideration is the work of the Judaizers, but the principle has universal application.

3. Who is not to pervert the gospel? Apostles, companions of Paul, an angel, any man!

4. “Accursed”= from Gk, ANATHEMA, means “a man accursed; out of favor with God”
C. Paul doesn’t seek the approval of man, for he could not be servant of Christ in so doing (compare Romans 3:4).

III. PAUL’S DIVINE REVELATION, verses 11-24

A. Paul’s “certified” revelation, vv. 11-12:

“Certify” = attest: Paul’s gospel came not by man, but by revelation from Jesus Christ!

A. Paul’s former life, vv. 13-14

1. Paul advanced in the religion of Judaism, but was converted to Christ.

2. He did not immediately consult with man, for His call was from God for a purpose! (compare also Acts 9:1-3; 22:3-5; 26:4-5; Philippians 3:4-6)

D. Paul’s divine call, vv. 15-24

1. God chose to reveal Christ to, and through, Paul (his conversion; his preaching)

2. The PERSECUTOR became a PREACHER!

3. This was to the glory of God!

