GENESIS Chapter 12
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I. THE CALL OF ABRAM, vv. 1-8

A. God will develop a nation, vv. 1-3.
1. God tells Abram to get out of his country, his kindred, and his father’s house unto a land which God will show him.

2. God’s promises to Abram:

a. God will make of him a great nation.

b. God will bless him and makes his name great.

c. He shall be a blessing.

d. God will bless those that bless him, and curse those who curse him.

Note: This promise (see also 22:18) is foundational to the Bible history that follows: God called Abram in Ur (Genesis 11:31; Acts 7:2-4) and again in Haran (12:1-4), Shechem (12:7), Bethel (13:14-17), and in Hebron (15:5, 8; 17:1-8), and the promise is repeated to Isaac (26:3-4) and Jacob (28:13-14; 35:11-12; 46:3-4). The ultimate fulfillment is in Christ (Galatians 3).
B. What Abram does, vv. 4-6.
1. Abram, 75 years old, departs as God commanded, taking Lot with him.

2. With Sarai, Lot, and their possessions, they leave their home and go into Canaan.

C. God’s promise is repeated to Abram, vv. 7-8.
1. God will give Abram’s seed this land.

2. Abram built an altar to worship God, then continued on southward.

Note: Though Abram lived amongst idolatry and even his father was an idolater (Joshua 24:2), Abram believed in one God, and served Him!

II. ABRAM IN EGYPT, vv. 9-20

A. Abram went south to Egypt, vv. 9-16.
1. Abram is concerned that, after entering Egypt, he’ll be killed that men can have Sarai.

2. So, Abram tells Sarai to say she is his sister (a half-truth – see 20:12).

3. In feet, Sarai is taken into Pharaoh’s house.

B. God plagued Pharaoh, vv. 17-20.
1. Pharaoh confronts Abram.

2. Abram and Sarai are sent from Pharaoh’s house.

