GENESIS Chapters 20-21

Teacher: John M. Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Sunday a.m. Bible Class, May 2004
I. ABRAHAM & ABIMELECH, 20:1-18 

A. Abraham journeys to settle in Gerar, vv. 1-6

1. Gerar was an ancient city on the southern border of Palestine, about 10 miles south of Gaza (Genesis 26:1, 6, 17-18; 2 Chronicles 14:13).

2. Abimelech took Sarah, thinking she was Abraham’s sister (to add her to his harem).

3. God in a dream called Abimelech “a dead man” for taking another man’s wife.

a. Abimelech pleaded innocent because Abraham and Sarah had both said Sarah was his sister (remember Genesis 12:137).

b. God knew Abimelech was ignorant of the true situation, and had kept him from defiling Sarah.

*Note: Abimelech, a “heathen,” knew that adultery was a sin, even before the Law! His conscience is pricked as he defends himself (compare Romans 2:12-15).
B. Abimelech is to restore Abraham’s wife, vv. 7-16

1. God calls Abraham a prophet (a word meaning “to speak forth, proclaim, declare” –this is the first use of this word in the Bible).

2. Abimelech will restore Sarah; note he calls Abraham into question, and Abraham explains in detail.

3. Abimelech gives Sarah back to Abraham, along with sheep, oxen, servants, and 1,000 pieces of silver.

Note: the price of a slave in that day was 30 pieces of silver; Abimelech is doing his best to vindicate Abraham.
C. God then blessed the house of Abimelech, vv. 17-18.

II. THE BIRTH OF ISAAC, 21:1-34 

A. Sarah bears Abraham a son, vv. 1-8

1. It was done just as God had spoken, and the son’s name was called “Isaac”. (remember that “Isaac” meant “Laughter” – see Genesis 17:17, 19; 18:12, 15).

2. Isaac is circumcised at eight days old (17:10-14), and this time, Sarah’s laughter is one of rejoicing (see verse 6 – others laugh with her).

3. The miracle of God involves not only the birth of Isaac, but Sarah’s ability to nurse him.

B. Sarah and Hagar, vv. 9-21

1. Sarah demands that Hagar and her son, Ishmael, be cast out of the household.

2. Abraham is sad; God again reminds him that it is through ISAAC the promise will come!

3. God promises again that Ishmael and his seed shall be blessed.

4. Hagar departs and wanders in the wilderness of Beersheba; God promises her that Ishmael would be made a great nation.

5. Ishmael grows and becomes an archer; Hagar gets him a wife out of Egypt.

C. The covenant between Abraham and Abimelech, 22-34

1. Abimelech asks for Abraham’s promise of safety and security.

2. Abraham tells Abimelech of a well that has been seized by Abimelech’s servants.

3. They make a covenant and the place where it is made is called BEER-SHEBA (meaning, “well of the seven” or “well of the oath”).

4. Abraham planted a grove and called on the name of the Lord; he continued to dwell peacefully in the land.
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