GENESIS Chapter 22

Teacher: John M.  Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Sunday Bible Class, May 2004
I. THE TESTING OF ABRAHAM, vv. 1-14 
A. WHAT GOD COMMANDS ABRAHAM, vv. 1-8

1. God commands Abraham to take Isaac to the land of Moriah and offer him as a burnt offering.

2. This is a TEST (see verse 1 – the situation is not to tempt Abraham to evil, James 1:13).

3. So Abraham prepares for the journey; arriving at the proper place, he tells his servants to go wait at the foot of the mountain while he and Isaac go worship.

4. Isaac is perplexed: “Where is the lamb for a burnt offering?”
5. But Abraham tells him: “God will provide...”
B. WHAT ABRAHAM DOES, vv. 9-14

1. Abraham built an altar, laid wood on ft, laid Isaac on the wood, and took his knife to kill the boy.

2. But the angel of the Lord stopped Abraham!

3. The angel sees that Abraham would not withhold even his son Isaac.

4. Abraham offers a ram as a burnt offering, and calls the place JEHOVAH-JIREH, meaning, “The Lord will provide.”
NOTE SOME LESSONS CONCERNING ABRAHAM’S FAITH:
a. Sacrificial faith, verse 2.

b. Obedient faith, verse 3

c. Expectant faith, verse 5

d. Working faith, verse 6

e. Assured faith, verse 8

f. Persistent faith, verse 9

g. Victorious faith, verse 13

See also Romans 4:1-25; Hebrews 11:8-10, 17-19; James 2:14-26
II. THE PROMISE TO ABRAHAM REPEATED, vv. 15-18

A. God repeats His promise to Abraham:

1. God will bless him and multiply his seed.

2. In his seed shall all nations be blessed.

3. Remember what God had promised: Genesis 12:1-3; 15:13-16; 17:1-6, 15-19
B. What is the purpose of this event:

1. The purpose was not for God to learn how Abraham would respond (did God know that beforehand???).

2. God tests Abraham so that ABRAHAM may know of his faith.

3. Also, Abraham learns that GOD IS FAITHFUL!

a. What would have happened to the promises of God – promised through Isaac – if Isaac had been killed?

b. What, then, does Abraham learn about God’s faithfulness?

Compare these thoughts with 1 Corinthians 1:9; 1 Thessalonians 5:24; 2 Timothy 2:13; Titus 1:2; Hebrews 10:23

4. What we may learn: we (Christians) are the seed of Abraham - we can learn from his faith, to imitate such faith ourselves! See Galatians 3:7, 13-14, 29
GOD FULFILLS HIS PROMISE TO ABRAHAM THROUGH JESUS CHRIST: Galatians 3

Abraham – Isaac – Jacob – Judah ... Jesse – David ... JESUS CHRIST
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                                  genealogy                                                          “Heirs according to
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III. THE CHILDREN OF NAHOR, vv. 19-24
