GENESIS Chapter 3
Teacher: John M. Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Sunday Bible Class, February 2004
I. THE TEMPTATION OF MAN & SIN, vv. 1-7

A. The serpent = SATAN

1. More “subtil” (crafty, deceitful, deceptive) than any beast of the field 
(see 2 Corinthians 11:3-4).
2. Satan questions Eve regarding what God had said.

B. The woman (Eve):

1. Her response: verse 3 (compare with 2:16-17)

2. Satan’s response, verses 4-5: “not surely die.”
C. Note regarding the commandment of God:

1. There is questioning, changing, denial, and violation!

2. Compare 1 John 2:15-17: lust of the flesh, lust of the eyes, pride of life.

D. A keen sense of guilt follows, v. 7.

II. THE JUDGMENT OF GOD FOR TRANSGRESSION, vv. 8-24

A. The man and woman hide themselves.

1. Shame and guilt accompanied their sin, v. 8.

2. God sought them out, v. 9 (compare Luke 15:4-6; 19:10; Romans 3:11).

3. There is an attempt to shift blame, vv. 12-13:  MAN ( WOMAN ( SERPENT

B. The curse upon the SERPENT, vv. 14-15

1. God cursed the serpent above all cattle, beasts. 

2. Enmity between thee (serpent) and the woman; thy seed and her seed (see Galatians 4:4).
3. On Satan’s “seed,” see Matthew 13:24-30, 37-43; John 8:41-44; 1 John 3:8-10

C. The curse upon the WOMAN, v. 16
2. God greatly multiplied her sorrow and her conception: pain increased in childbearing.

3. Her husband would rule over her: man would exercise the leadership role 
(see 1 Timothy 2:11-15).

4. Note: Eve violated her role (listened to creation); Adam violated his role (listened to his wife).

D. The curse upon the MAN, vv. 17-19

1. The ground is cursed: man shall eat of it in sorrow (toil, labor).

2. The ground would bring forth thorns and thistles, and man would eat by the sweat of his face.

3. Man would return back to the dust of the ground (see Ecclesiastes 12:1-7)

WHAT ADAM & EVE HAD DONE

Remember the punishment of the transgression: 2:16-17

“...in the day...thou shalt surely die” – compare Isaiah 59:1-2; Romans 6:23; Ephesians 2:1-2

E. ADAM and EVE

1. “Eve” = “life” or “life producer”
2. God clothed Adam and Eve with coats of skins, and God sent them forth from the garden to till the ground.

