GENESIS Chapters 38 – 39
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I. JUDAH & TAMAR, chapter 38

A. Judah’s offspring, 38:1-11

1. Judah and Shuah’s daughter bear three children: ER, ONAN, and SHELAH.

2. Judah takes a wife for his firstborn son Er: TAMAR

a. Er is wicked in the sight of the Lord, and the Lord slays him.

b. Judah then suggests to Onan that he take Tama to wife, to continue the seedline (later called the “Levirate law” – see Deuteronomy 25:5-10; Matthew 22:23-33), but Onan is also skin by the Lord.

c. Judah then suggests that Tamar wait for his youngest child Shelah to grow, then take him for a husband.

B. Judah’s wrongdoing, 38:12-30

1. Judah’s wife dies, and Judah wants to have relations with one he thinks is a harlot; but it is Tamar.

2. Thus Tamar is pregnant, and Judah wants her to be burned.

3. Judah’s guilt becomes apparent, however, through his signet and staff with Tamar possesses (note also how Judah does not attempt to “cover” his sin! The “star” of Judah will begin to arise, and he will have pre-eminence over his brothers!).
4. Tamar bears twins: PHAREZ and ZERAH.

II. JOSEPH IN POTIPHAR’S HOUSE, chapter 39

A. Joseph is bought by Potiphar, 39:1-6

1. Potiphar was an officer in Pharaoh’s army, a prosperous man who looked favorably upon Joseph, and made him overseer of his house.

2. The Lord blessed Potrphar’s house because of Joseph.
B. Potiphar’s wife tempts Joseph, 39:7-11

1. Potiphar’s wife asks Joseph to life with her.

2. Joseph asks how he could do such wickedness against God (compare 35:22 & 38:18).

3. She continues to try to seduce him daily.
C. Joseph flees, 39:12-23

1. Potiphar’s wife grabs hold of Joseph, and he flees! (compare 1 Corinthians 10:13; 1 Timothy 6:11; 2 Timothy 2:22; James 4:7).

2. She lies about him, accusing him of trying to seduce her.

3. Joseph is put into prison, and eventually becomes a trusted leader even in prison!
