GENESIS Chapters 48 – 50
Teacher: John M. Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Sunday Bible Class, July 2004

I. THE BLESSING OF JOSPEH’S SONS, Chapter 48 
A. Joseph takes his two sons to Jacob, 48:1-11
1. Jacob is on his sick-bed.

2. Jacob reminds Joseph of the promise of God, and takes Joseph’s sons as his own (even though they had been born in Egypt).
B. Jacob gives his blessing, 48:13-22.
1. The older son, MANASSEH, gets passed over in favor of the younger son, EPHRAIM.

2. So, the younger shall be greater than the older (and later, after the division of the kingdom in the days of Jeroboam, Ephraim will become dominant, and will become the northern kingdom – see Isaiah 7:2; Hosea 4:17; 13:1).
II. THE BLESSING OF JACOB’S SONS & JACOB’S DEATH, Chapter 49 
A. Jacob gathers his sons together to describe for them their future, vv. 1-27:
1. REUBEN: firstborn, but he forfeits his position of first place among Jacob’s sons (see 35:22), and thus will not excel.
2. SIMEON   
   } Instruments of cruelty (chapter 34), they shall not have the inheritance of the others

3. LEVI   

4. JUDAH: a leader among the tribes, he will be the kingly tribe (David) through whom will come the Messiah
5. ZEBULUN: he shall live along the sea (see Joshua 19:10-16).
6. ISSACHAR: he will be strong, but lazy, and will become a servant.
7. DAN: from this tribe will come the judges of Israel (see Judges 13:2ff); however, from this tribe will also come idolatry (see Judges 18:30-31).
8. GAD: he will settle east of the Jordan, and will need strong warriors to protect him (see 1 Chronicles 5:18 & 12:8).
9. ASHER: he is given a rich, fertile area (north of Mount Carmel) – see Joshua 19:24-31
10. NAPHTALI: he will be swift and eloquent in speech (see Judges 4:6, 15, 5:1-31)

11. JOSEPH: he is described as fruitful, strong, and blessed by God beyond his brothers (Joshua, Deborah, Gideon, and Jepthah are some who come from this tribe).

12. BENJAMIN: he is described as a ravenous wolf; successful, but also cruel (see Judges 20).

B. Jacob’s death and burial, 49:28-33

1. Jacob requests to be buried with his fathers (where Abraham and others were buried).

2. Jacob finished “commanding his sons,” and died.

III. JACOB’S BURIAL & THE LAST DAYS OF JOSEPH, Chapter 50 

A. Joseph prepares his father for burial, 50:1-14

1. Joseph wept and kissed his father, and has him embalmed.

2. Seventy days of mourning are set forth in Egypt.

3. Pharaoh gives permission for Joseph to take his father home for burial, and so he does.

B. The last days of Joseph, 50:15-26


1. Joseph’s brothers are again afraid for, since their father had died, they assume Joseph will now seek retribution.

2. But this is not Joseph’s attitude or disposition.

3. Though his brothers meant evil against Joseph, God used it for good.

4. Joseph remains in Egypt with his brothers, and at the age of 110, he dies and is embalmed and buried in Egypt.

*Note: Joseph’s body will later be removed and reburied in his homeland –

see Exodus 13:19; Joshua 24:32
