GENESIS Chapters 8 – 9

Teacher: John M. Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Sunday Bible Class, March 2004
I. THE FLOOD SUBSIDES, Chapter 8

A. The waters of the flood begin to subside, vv. 1-19

1. The Ark comes to rest upon Mt. Ararat (in modern day Turkey).

2. Forty days after the Ark has stopped, Noah sends forth a raven and a dove (the dove, having found no dry ground on which to land, returns).

3. A week passes, and Noah sends forth another dove, which returns with an olive leaf.

4. The passengers, having spent about 370 days in the ark, disembark.

* NOTE: The evidence of Scripture demands a universal flood (see 6:11-12, 15, 17-18; 7:11, 19-20, 21-22, 24; 8:2, 4, 5, 9, 11, 14;  9:1, 11; 11:1, 9; Matthew 24:39; Luke 17:27; 1 Peter 3:20; 2 Peter 2:5; 3:6), and geology confirms it as well.
B. Noah worships God, vv. 20-22

1. Noah built an altar to God.

2. God promises not to curse the ground anymore (in the manner He has just done, that is, with a flood).

3. While the earth remains (see 2 Peter 3:10), there shall be seedtime, harvest, cold, heat, summer, winter, day, and night.

II. THE EVENTS AFTER THE FLOOD, Chapter 9 
A. Noah is told to replenish the earth, vv. 1 -7

1. God blessed Noah and his sons, and charged them to be fruitful and multiply.

2. Animals would fear man.

3. Man shall eat of flesh and herbs (but is forbidden to eat blood - see also Leviticus 17:11-14 and Acts 15:20).

4. Capital punishment is instituted (see also Numbers 35:33 and Romans 13:1-4).

B. God established a covenant with Noah and his sons, vv. 8-17

1. God promises not to destroy the earth by water again.

2. A bow will be set in the cloud as the sign of God’s covenant.

C. The sons of Noah, vv. 18-29

1. Shem, Ham, Japeth: from these three the earth would be re-populated.

2. Noah began to be a husbandman (farmer, tiller of the ground): he planted a vineyard, drank of wine, became drunken, and lay uncovered in his tent.
3. Ham “saw” the nakedness of his father, and told his brothers:

a. The Hebrew word for “saw” is RAWAH, and means “to look with favor; to inspect; to look joyously; to enjoy; to gaze.”
b. Thus Ham’s “look” was a disrespectful violation of his father’s modesty, as well as his reporting it to his brothers (as if enjoying reporting his father’s indiscretion – compare Proverbs 14:9; 1 Corinthians 5:2; 13:6) – in this way, Ham had “done” something unto his father (verse 24).

4. Shem and Japeth, on the other hand, respected their father’s modesty, and cover his nakedness (their reverence and respect are in contrast to Ham’s actions).

5. Noah, after becoming sober, places curses and blessings upon his sons:

a. CURSED BE CANAAN (the son of Ham): a “servant of servants shall he be unto his brethren” (this curse falls upon the Canaanites – see Leviticus 18:1-7).

b. BLESSED BE THE LORD GOD OF SHEM.

c. GOD SHALL ENLARGE JAPETH: he shall dwell in the tents of Shem, and Canaan shall be his servant.

· Note: these statements concerning the sons of Noah become very important in the genealogy that follows.

6. Noah lived 950 years, and he died.

OTHER IMPORTANT VERSES ABOUT NOAH: Matthew 24:27-29; Luke 17:26-27; 
Hebrews 11:7; 1 Peter 3:20; 2 Peter 2:5
