
HEBREWS Chapter 13

Teacher:  John M. Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Wednesday Bible Class, June 2007

INTRODUCTION:  The writer summarizes by encouraging his readers to fulfill their Christian duties and obligations.

I.  SPIRITUAL DUTIES OF THE CHRISTIAN, 13:1-19

A.  Let brotherly love continue, v. 1

1. Brotherly love is essential and must continue (it is the basis of our fellowship!).

2. Compare Romans 12:10; 1 Corinthians 13; 1 Thessalonians 4:9-10; 1 Peter 1:22; 2 Peter 1:7; 1 John 2:9-11; 3:14-16; 4:7-8, 11-12; 20-21; 5:1.

B.  Be hospitable to strangers, v. 2

1. Christian brethren unknown to us (Matthew 25:35, 40).

2. “some have entertained angels unawares” – Abraham and Lot (Genesis 18:1 – 19:22).

3. On hospitality, compare Romans 12:13; Titus 1:8.

C.  Remember those in prison and those who have been ill-treated, v. 3.

1. Compare Matthew 25:36 ff; Colossians 4:18; Matthew 7:12

2. “as being yourselves also in the body” – see 1 Corinthians 12:12-27

D.  Be faithful in marriage, v. 4

1. “honorable” – see 1 Corinthians 7:1 ff.

2. Whoremongers and adulterers God will judge (Acts 15:20; 1 Corinthians 6:18; Ephesians 5:5).

E.  Have a proper attitude toward money, vv. 5-6

1. Don’t be covetous, but be content (1 Timothy 6:6-10; cf. Luke 12:15; Romans 1:29; 13:9; 1 Corinthians 5:11; Ephesians 5:3, 5; Colossians 3:5; Philippians 3:18-19;          2 Peter 2:3).

2. Depend on God to provide (Matthew 6:25-34).

3. God will never leave nor forsake us – note quotation from Psalm 118:6, and compare also Deuteronomy 31:7-8; Joshua 1:5, 9; Matthew 28:20; Acts 18:9-10).

F.  Remember those who have the rule over you, vv. 7-8

1. These are they who have spoken the Word of God (compare Hebrews 2:3-4).

2. “Remember” by imitating their faith and example (Romans 4:12; 1 Corinthians 11:1).

3. Their focus?  Jesus Christ (12:1-2) – the same yesterday, today, forever.

G.  Offer Christian sacrifices, vv. 9-16

1. Don’t be carried about with “divers and strange doctrines” (compare Matthew 15:9; Romans 16:17-18; Galatians 1:6-9; 1 Timothy 1:3-7; 4:1-3; 6:3-5, 20-21; 2 Timothy 2:14-17; 3:6-9, 13; Titus 1:10-14; 3:10; 2 Peter 2:1-3, 14-19; 2 John 7-11).
2. The Christian’s altar:

a. Our sacrifice = Christ!

b. Those who serve the tabernacle (Old Covenant) have no right to our altar:  a return to Judaism means a rejection of Christ’s sacrifice.

c. Animals were sacrificed outside the camp; Jesus suffered outside the gate.

d. Because of His sacrifice, we go “without [outside] the camp” bearing his reproach.

3. The Christian’s sacrifices:

a. Spiritual sacrifices (see Romans 12:1-2; 1 Peter 2:5).

b. Sacrifice of praise continually = fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His name.

c. Do good – don’t forget to communicate (share).

H.  Obey your leaders, v. 17

1. “them that have the rule over you” – must be a reference to elders (see Acts 14:23; 20:28ff; 1 Timothy 5:17; 1 Peter 5:1-4).

2. They watch for your souls (“overseers”) “as they that must give account.”

I.  Pray for us, vv. 18-19

1. It is right for Christians to pray for one another.

2. The author had apparently been with these brethren in person in the past, wants to return but is hindered, and so requests their prayers for his return.

II.  CONCLUSION, 13:20-25

A.  The author wishes the Hebrew Christians their best.

1. Jesus = “that great shepherd of the sheep” (Isaiah 63:11; John 10:1-18).

2. “Make you perfect in every good work” = equip, fully provide, complete (cf. Matthew 4:21; Galatians 6:1; 1 Thessalonians 3:10).

a. The word used here was used to describe doctors setting a broken bone, fishermen mending a broken net, or soldiers being equipped for battle.

b. There are several things God uses to equip us:

(1) Scripture:  2 Timothy 3:16-17

(2) Prayer:  1 Thessalonians 3:10

(3) Other Christians:  Ephesians 4:11-12; Galatians 6:1

(4) Chastening:  Hebrews 12; 1 Peter 5:10

B.  The author wants the Hebrew Christians to consider carefully what he has written.

1. “suffer the word of exhortation” = patiently consider what the writer has written.

2. Timothy had been imprisoned, but was now released (Acts 16:1; Romans 16:21).

3. Salutation.

