HEBREWS Chapter 9

Teacher: John M. Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Wednesday Bible Class, April 2007
We’ve seen Christ as superior to the prophets, angels, Moses, and in His priesthood and covenant. This chapter continues with the superiority of Christ in His priestly ministry and function.
I. THE EARTHLY PREISTHOOD, 9:1-10

A. The tabernacles and its furniture under the Law of Moses, vv. 1-5
1. The tabernacle was divided into two compartments by a veil: the holy place and the most holy place.
2. There were three pieces of furniture in the holy place: the table of shewbread; the candlestick; the golden altar of incense.
3. For further description:
a. Candlestick (lampstand): Exodus 25:31-40
b. Table of shewbread: Exodus 25:23-30
c. The second curtail (veil): Exodus 26:31-33
d. The golden censer (altar) of incense: Exodus 30:1-10
e. The ark of the covenant: Exodus 25:10-16
f. The golden pot (urn) of manna: Exodus 16:32-34
g. Aaron’s rod that budded: Numbers 17
h. Tables of the covenant: Exodus 31:18
i. The mercy seat: Exodus 25:17-22
B. The Tabernacle sacrifice, vv. 6-10
1. The priest went into the first tabernacle (holy place) continually: Exodus 27:21; 30:7-8; Leviticus 24:1-9).
2. The High Priest went into the second tabernacle (most holy place) only once a year: 
a. To offer a blood sacrifice for himself and for the people. 
b. This offering was a figure (symbol) of what was to come, v. 9.
3. This service was temporary:
a. It was not a perfect offering and couldn’t completely cleanse the conscience.

b. It foreshadowed the coming New Covenant with its perfect offering for sin!
II. CHRIST’S PRIESTHOOD, 9:11-14

A. The superiority of Christ’s priesthood has already been stated (chapters 7 – 8).
B. Note the differences listed below:
LEVITES
1. Earthly tabernacle.
2. Offered the blood of 
goats and calves.
3. Entered often.
4. Temporary sacrifice.
5. Sought purifying the flesh.

CHRIST
1. Greater and more perfect tabernacle (9:24).
2. His own blood.
3. Entered once – one offering forever!
4. Eternal redemption.
5. Purging of conscience.

III. CHRIST’S FULFILLMENT OF THE PROMISE OF ETERNAL INHERITANCE. 9:15-18

A. Christ is the Mediator of the New Covenant, vv. 15-17.
1. “covenant” = will, agreement, testament, pact, contract, compact.
2. What Christ accomplished in His death.
a. Redemption for those under the Old Covenant, 

b. Reception of the promised inheritance.
c. The effecting of the New Covenant (see Matthew 26:28; Galatians 3; Colossians 2; Hebrews 8-10).
B. Christ’s death was necessary, vv. 18-23
1. It was necessary to effect a covenant, vv. 18-21.
2. It was necessary for the remission of sins, v. 22.
3. It was necessary for purification, v. 23.
C. Christ’s achievement, vv. 24-28
1.  He entered Heaven, after making sacrifice for sin.
2.   He once offered Himself to bear the sins of the world.
a.   As man dies (physically) once, so Christ was offered once.

He shall appear “the second time without sin unto salvation” (that is, His second coming is not with reference to sin, it is not to offer Himself again; in fact, His second coming is for the purposes of gathering His awn and bringing wrath upon the disobedient – see Acts 1:9-11; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; 2 Thessalonians 1:5-10).
