HEBREWS:  Introduction and Chapter 1

Teacher:  John M. Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Wednesday Bible Class, January-February 2007

INTRODUCTION:
I.  MESSAGE OF THE BOOK:  The superiority of Christ and Christianity over Judaism.  

II.  AUDIENCE:
A. This book is obviously addressed to JEWISH CHRISTIANS familiar with the law of Moses and the rites and ceremonies of Judaism, probably located in Jerusalem.

B. They were spiritually immature (5:13; 13:22):  the writer is encouraging them to persevere, 
and not leave Christ to return to the Law of Moses.
III.  PURPOSE OF THE BOOK:
A. The Jewish Christians to whom this book is addressed were growing weary and in danger of apostasy (see 2:1-4; 4:1-3; 6:1-8; 1-:25-31; 12:5-11).

B. The writer’s purpose is EXHORTATION!
C. The exhortation is to show that the New Covenant is superior to the Old Covenant!
IV.  AUTHOR:
A. The author of Hebrews is unknown, though possible authors have been suggested:  Clement or Rome; Barnabas; Silas; Silvanus; Apollos; Aquilla; Mark; Luke; Paul

B. Arguments FAVORING Paul:

1. The lack of his name because of Jewish prejudice against him.

2. The reference to Timothy (13:23).


3.  The similarities in thought and language to his other letters.

4. Church “fathers” who suggested Paul:  Clement of Alexandria; Origen; Dionysius; Eusebius; Jerome; Augustine.

C. Arguments AGAINST Paul:

1. He signed his name to his other epistles.

2. There are differences in vocabulary and “style” of writing, and certain dominant themes found in Paul’s letters are lacking here.

3. Some church “fathers” argued against Paul:  Irenaeus; Tertullian; Hippolytus; Cyprian.
4. JMB’s note:  I am convinced Paul is not the author from 2:3-4

V.  DATE:
A. The date is before the destruction of the Temple in 70 AD (see 8:4; 9:6-9; 10:1, 25, 37), and probably before 66-70 AD, the time of the Jewish revolt against Rome.

B. The date is probably before 64 AD, if 12:4 means none of the brethren had yet been martyred:  in 64 AD Rome burned, and Nero’s bloody persecution against the church commenced.

C. Thus, the date:  about 63-64 AD.

VI.  INSPIRATION OF THE BOOK:
A. Though certain matters connected with Hebrews are unknown for certain (author; date; place; etc.), yet the matter of the books’ inspiration is easily established.

B. Proof for the inspiration of Hebrews:

1. It was quoted by the apostolic fathers before the end of the 1st century.

2. It was universally accepted as genuine.

3. It is found in all the ancient copies of the New Testament.

4. It is contained in the most ancient lists of accepted New Testament books.

5. Within (internal evidence) are characteristics distinguishing it from non-inspired writings

VII.  HEBREWS AND THE DESTRUCTION OF THE TEMPLE
A. At the time the book was written, the destruction of the Temple was near (8:4; 9:6-9; 10:1, 25, 37), and the Old Testament Law with its sacrificial system in the Temple was about to be brought to a final end (8:13) as Christ and His apostles predicted (see Matthew 24; Mark 13; Luke 21; see also Matthew 22:1-10; 23:29-39; Luke 11:45-52; 13:1-9, 28-35; Acts 3:18-21; 6:10-14; 7:51-53; 13:40-41; 18:2; 21:28; Romans 2:28-29; 9:6-8, 19-24, 27-28; 1 Thessalonians 2:14-16; etc. ).
B. God’s judgment on the unbelieving Jewish nation was about to be poured out:  this background is essential to understanding certain difficult, but significant, passages in the book!
VIII.  THE VALUE OF THE BOOK OF HEBREWS TODAY
A. Thought written to address a specific problem which we’ll continually stress  (Jewish Christians leaving the New Covenant to return to the Law), yet it has great value for us today:
1. CHRIST IS GOD’S GREAT HIGH PRIEST!

2. WE MUST PERSEVERE AND NOT TURN BACK!

B.  Thus the book has significant messages in 2007, just as in 64 AD.

IX.  SOME SIGNIFICANT THEMES IN HEBREWS:
A. The use of the word “better”:  1:4; 6:9; 7:7, 22; 8:6; 9:23; 10:34; 11:16, 35, 40; 12:24

B. The exhortation “let us”:  4:1, 11, 16; 6:1; 10:22-24; 12:1, 28; 13:13, 15

X.  SOME OF THE MORE FAMILIAR & FAVORITE PASSAGES:
A. So great salvation:  2:3

B. The Word of God:  4:12

C. The throne of grace:  4:16

D. The description of faith:  11:1

E. The heroes of faith:  11

F. The Christian race:  12:1-2

G. A great benediction:  13:20-21

HEBREWS Chapter 1

I.  THE SUPERIORITY OF CHRIST OVER THE PROPHETS, 1:1-4
A. God spoke in past times in different ways (“divers manners”:  face-to-face, visions, symbols, dreams, etc.):

1. To the fathers: 
a. The patriarchs, such as Adam, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob (Acts 3:13; John 7:22; Romans 9:5).

b. The whole Jewish people, from Moses to Malachi (Luke 6:23; 11:48; John 6:31; Acts 3:21-24; 1 Corinthians 10:1).


2.  By the prophets:  “One who speaks forth; one in whom the message springs forth”

           Exodus 4:16; 7:1; Jeremiah 20:9; Galatians 1:12; 1 Peter 1:10-12; 2 Peter 1:20-21.

B. God “hath spoken” (past tense; completed revelation) by His Son:  What is said about the Son?
1. Christ is the Son of God:  John 3:16.  

2. Christ is Heir of all things:  Psalm 2:7-8; John 16:15.

3. Christ is the One by whom God made the worlds:  John 1:1-3; 1 Corinthians 8:6; Colossians 1:16-17  (“worlds” = Gk, AIONAS = not just “the earth,” but time, space, energy, matter:  the entire universe and all that is in it – compare Hebrews 11:3).

4. Christ is the brightness of God’s glory:  Isaiah 6:1-8; Matthew 17:1-5; John 8:12; 12:38-41; Acts 7:2.

5. Christ is the express image (“mold; character” – the “exact representation” or “imprint”) of God’s person (“nature”):  Matthew 1:23; John 14:9; Colossians 1:15; 2:9.

6. Christ is the One who upholds (“to bear; to carry along” – a verb denoting continuing action) all things:  Colossians 1:17; cf. Acts 17:28.

7. Christ is the One who purged our sins:  1 Corinthians 15:1-4; Titus 2:14; 1 Peter 2:24; Revelation 1:5.

8. Christ is the One who sat down at the right hand of the majesty on high:  Acts 2:30-36; 
      Romans 8:34; 1 Corinthians 15:27-28; 1 Peter 3:22.

9. Christ has a “more excellent name” than the angels:  “Son,” “God,” etc. – see Romans 1:1-4; Ephesians 1:20-21; Philippians 2:9-10.

*Note:  “last days” is a reference to the time of the Messiah – we are in the “last days,” and have been since the 1st century (compare Numbers 24:14; Jeremiah 33:14-16; Micah 5:1-2; Zechariah 9:9,16; 1 Corinthians 10:11; James 5:3; 1 Peter 1:20; 4:7; 1 John 2:18).

II.  THE SUPERIORITY OF CHRIST OVER THE ANGELS, 1:5-14
A. Christ is better than the angels!
1. The angels are flames of fire, ministering spirits (see 2 Kings 6:15-17; Daniel 6:22; Acts 5:17-19; 12:6-9).

2. But to none of the angels did the Father say what He said to the Son! 

B. Why is Christ superior to the angels?

1. Christ has a more excellent name, v. 5  (quoting Psalm 2:7).
a. Not just “Son” but “only begotten Son” (John 3:16).

b. Compare also Philippians 2:9-11.

2. Christ has a unique relationship with the Father, v. 5  (quoting 2 Samuel 7:14).
3. Christ is worshipped by the angels, vv. 6-7  (quoting Deuteronomy 32:43 & Psalm 97:7)

a. When?  “…bringeth his firstbegotten into the world” – see Luke 2:8-20.  

b. Can angels be worshipped?  NO!  Revelation 19:10
c. The angels are subject to Christ:  see 1 Peter 3:18-22.

4. Christ is Deity, v. 8.

a. Note what the Father says to the Son:  “Thy throne, O God…”

b. Compare Isaiah 9:6; Jeremiah 23:5-6; Matthew 1:23; John 1:1; 8:24, 58; 10:30;        1 Timothy 3:16; 1 John 5:7-8, 20.

5. Christ is King, vv. 8-9  (quoting Psalm 45:6-7).
a. The Father calls the Son “God”!

b. His coronation as king!

6. Christ is Creator, vv. 10-12  (quoting Psalm 102:25-27).
a. Creation is an act of Deity, and Christ is Creator – thus, Christ is Deity! (see, again, John 1:1-3; Colossians 1:16-17).
b. Note also:  the Son abides unchanged (compare Malachi 3:6).

7. Christ sits at the right hand of God, v. 13-14  (quoting Psalm 110:1).
a. Christ reigns as Lord & King!  Matthew 22:44; Acts 2:35; 1 Timothy 6:14-16.
b. The angels’ work is to minister to those who receive salvation, but Christ is the author and means of our salvation (Hebrews 5:8-9; 12:1-2).

THEME OF THIS CHAPTER:  The Pre-eminence of Christ!

