JAMES Chapter 5

Teacher:  John M. Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Wednesday Bible Class, August 2007

I.  THE RICH ADDRESSED, 5:1-6

A. James addresses the rich:

1. Riches are temporary.

2. Their riches will serve as witness against them.

B. What was wrong:

1. FRAUD – wrongly gained and wrongly used riches!

2. “Lord of Sabaoth” = “Lord of Armies” ~ God’s vengeance against oppressors!

C. What to consider about riches:

2. The danger of TRUSTING riches (compare Luke 12:15-21).

3. The dander of HOARDING riches.

4. The danger of gaining riches in the WRONG WAY.

5. The danger of MISUSING THE POWER riches can bring.

6. Three questions:

a) How did you get your riches?  Ephesians 4:28
b) What did you do with your riches?  1 Timothy 6:17-19
c) What is your attitude toward riches?  Matthew 6:19-24; 1 Timothy 6:6-10

II.  PATIENCE, 5:7-11


A. Patience (perseverance; steadfastness; endurance; long-suffering) is needed.

B. James’ three examples of patience:

1. The FARMER

a. He waits for his crops; he waits for the early (October-November) and latter (April-May) rain.

b. Like the farmer, be patient – for the coming of the Lord draws near (Acts 1:9-11; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18).

2. The PROPHETS

a. They are an example of suffering affliction and patience.

b. Compare Matthew 5:12; 23:37

3. JOB

a. Job was steadfast in his integrity (Job 1:21; 2:10; 13:15; 16:19; 19:25).

b. God is very pitiful, and of tender mercy.

III.  ON SWEARING OATHS, 5:12 

A. Compare Matthew 5:33-37
B. The Bible calls for plain, straight-forward, honest, non-evasive speech.

C. James has already shown that speech is a demonstration of character (1:26; 2:12; 3:2-11; 4:11).

IV.  ON PRAYER, 5:13-18
A. Notice whom James addresses:

1. The afflicted:  let him pray! (literally, “keep on praying”).
2. The merry:  let him sing psalms! (literally, “keep on singing”).
3. The sick:  call for the elders of the church!
a. They can pray and anoint with oil.

b. Some uses of oil in the Bible:

(1) Ceremonial / symbolic:  1 Sam. 16:13; Daniel 10:3; Matthew 6:17

(2) Medicinal:  Luke 10:34; Isaiah 1:6

(3)  In connection with miraculous healing:  Mark 6:13

4. The effectiveness of prayer:

a. The prayer of faith shall save the sick; the Lord shall raise him up.
b. The need to pray for one another.
c. The illustration of Elijah (see 1 Kings 17; 18:42-45; Luke 4:25).

B. Note the kinds of prayers mentioned here:

1. Personal, v. 13

2. United, v. 14

3. Believing, v. 15

4. Intercessory, v. 16

5. Continual, v. 18

V.  ON RESTORING THE ERRING, 5:19-20
A. A brother who has erred from the truth needs to be restored.

B. On apostasy, compare Romans 11:22; 1 Corinthians 10:12; Galatians 5:4; 6:1; 1 Timothy 4:1-3; 2 Peter 2:20-22.

