JAMES:  Introduction & Chapter 1

Teacher:  John M. Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Wednesday Bible Class, July 2007

AUTHOR:  JAMES, the Lord’s brother (see Matt. 13:55; Mark 6:3; Acts 12:17; 15:13-19; 

21:17-19; Galatians 1:19)

1. He didn’t believe on Jesus during Jesus’ lifetime (John 7:5), but Jesus appeared to him after the resurrection (1 Corinthians 15:7).

2. He became a leader in the Jerusalem church (book of Acts), and Paul was introduced to him after his conversion (Galatians 1:18-19).

3.  Peter mentioned James as the one who should be told of his escape (Acts 12:17), and

     James took a very important role in the meeting in Acts 15.

4. He was married (1 Corinthians 9:5), received Paul when he arrived in Jerusalem (Acts 21:17-19), and tradition says he was stoned.

TO WHOM WRITTEN:  “twelve tribes scattered abroad” (1:1).

1. Jews of the Dispersion (AD 30-70) (Jews living outside of Palestine).

2. Thus, James writes to Jewish Christians who had been scattered (2:1; 5:7).

3. Two important historical events:  the final Jewish national rejection of Jesus and the destruction of Jerusalem (70 AD).

DATE:  probably somewhere between 50 and 62 AD

THEME:  Whole-hearted Christianity as it should be practiced in daily life.

CHAPTER OUTLINE:
Chapter 1:  PERSEVERANCE





Chapter 2:  PRACTICE





Chapter 3:  PURITY OF SPEECH





Chapter 4:  PURITY OF THOUGHT





Chapter 5:  PATIENCE

JAMES Chapter 1

I.  GREETING, 1:1

II. TRIALS & TEMPTATIONS, 1:2-4
A. The purpose of trials:  trials, faith, patience, completeness:   Full growth & maturity!
B. The goal is spiritual maturity!  1 John 2:14; see also Romans 5:3-5; 1 Corinthians 14:20; 

          Hebrews 5:12-14; 10:36; 12:1.

III. WISDOM, 1:5-8
A. “Wisdom”:  

1. The application of knowledge and truth to life; seeing things from God’s perspective.
2. The course of action:  “ask of God – ask in faith”
B. Sources of wisdom:

1. Reverence:  Proverbs 9:10

2. Prayer:  James 1:5

3. The Word:  Colossians 3:16

4. Godly instruction:  Colossians 1:28

IV. POVERTY & RICHES, 1:9-11
A. “low degree…exalted”:  Consider the Christian’s high position ~

1. Heir of God:  Romans 8:16-17

2. Priest & king:  Revelation 1:6; 5:10; 1 Peter 2:9

3. Recipient of great and precious promises:  2 Peter 1:4

4. Christ’s poverty, our riches:  2 Corinthians 8:9

B. “rich…made low”:  Matthew 5:3

1. Both the rich brother and poor brother are equally dependent on God when trial come!

2. Life is brief and uncertain:  Job 14:1; 1 Timothy 6:17, 19; James 4:14; 1 Peter 1:24-25

V. ENDURING TRIALS, 1:12
A. “Blessed” = happy ~ the result?  Crown of life  (see 2 Timothy 4:6-8; Revelation 2:10).

B. The victor’s crown awaits – the theme of the book!

VI. THE SOURCE OF TEMPTATION, 1:13-16
A. Not from God!  From man’s own lust

1. Temptation…Lust…Sin…Death!
2.  We must stop this “process” – see Matthew 4; 1 Corinthians 10:13; 1 Timothy 4:2-3

B. God cannot be tempted with evil.

VII. THE NATURE OF GOD’S GIVING, 1:17-18
A. God is the author of all good!  (Psalm 111:3; 117:2; Isaiah 26:4; Malachi 3:6; Hebrews 13:5, 8
B. We have been begotten with the word of truth! (see Colossians 1:5; 2 Timothy 2:15; 1 John 2:3 

– the “first and best crops”).

VIII. DOERS OF THE WORD, vv. 19-27
A. What we must do: 
1. Be swift to hear (the word of truth).

2. Be slow to speak  (Proverbs 17:27-28).

3. Be slow to wrath (Ephesians 4:26-27).

B. We are to lay aside any vestige of filthiness or wickedness, and receive the engrafted word which is able to save the soul (see Matthew 13:19-23; Romans 1:16; 1 Corinthians 15:1-4)
1. We are to be doers of the Word and not hearers only!  

2. We are to visit the fatherless and widows (Acts 6:1-6; 1 Timothy 5:13-16).

3. We are to keep unspotted from the world (Romans 12:1-2; 1 John 2:15-17

