JOB Lesson 4

Chapters 27 – 42 
Teacher:  John M. Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Sunday Bible Class, September 2007
INTRODUCTION:  We are continuing to look at the dialogues with Job found in chapters 4 through 41.  Then, chapter 42 relates Job’s deliverance.  Notice the outline below, and we continue where the previous handout left off:

II.  THE DIALOGUES WITH JOB, Chapters 3 - 41

A.  Job’s lament, chapter 3

B.  The FIRST series of speeches, chapters 4 – 14.

C.  The SECOND series of speeches, chapters 15 – 21.

D.  The THIRD series of speeches, chapters 22 - 26

E.  Job’s Final Reply to His Friends, 27:1 – 31:40

1. Job protests his innocence, chapter 27

a. Job will maintain his innocence until his death.

b. Job notes that the wicked will bear a penalty for their wickedness (condemnation; separation from God; ultimate destruction).

2. Job speaks about wisdom, chapter 28

a. Man cannot, by himself, ultimately find true wisdom: it can’t be purchased, but has been revealed by God.

b. True wisdom involves fearing God and departing from evil.

3. Job gives a panorama of his life, chapters 29-31

a. Job recalls the happiness of former days, walking with God and not suffering.

b. Job reviews his whole case, denying the false charges made against him, while acknowledging the intensity of his present pain, humiliation, and suffering.

c. Job again declares his innocence; he had no secret sins to hide (not immorality, vanity, abuse of position, materialism, idolatry, or even unconcern for enemies).

F.  Elihu’s Speeches, 32:1 – 37:24

1. Elhiu intervenes, rebuking Job for charging God with hostility against him, challenging Job to debate:  Elihu appeals to God’s greatness and man’s limitations.

2. Elihu accuses Job of rebellion, and urges Job to repent of such, believing God is disciplining Job.

G.  God’s Speeches:  God’s knowledge and power!,  38:1 – 41:34

1. God breaks his silence and speaks directly to Job:  man, by himself, is not competent to fully understand God and His works.

2.  God’s purposes and will shall be fulfilled, even as creation demonstrates.

3. Man is not capable of completely controlling creation; man certainly cannot control God.

III.  THE DELIVERANCE OF JOB, Chapter 42
A.  Job fully acknowledges God, His power and knowledge, 42:1-6  

1. Though we don’t always understand everything with regard to God and His working, we must trust in Him always.

2. God is in control of all facets of our lives, and He loves us.

3. Job repents of any pride or rebellion – he finds contentment in God’s fellowship.

B.  Epilogue, 42:7-17

1. God’s wrath against Job’s friends, and God’s confidence in Job.

2. God “turned” (reverses) the “captivity” (misfortunes) of Job, and prospered him.

3. Four times in verses 7-8, God refers to Job as “my servant.”

4. Job’s fortunes are reversed (for the good), and his family is “restored.”

5. Job lived to an advanced age in apparent ease and comfort!

