JOB Lesson 2

Chapters 3 – 14

Teacher:  John M. Brown, Sunday Bible Class, August 2007

INTRODUCTION:  “Job’s Lament” is found in chapter 3, and then there are THREE SERIES OF SPEECHES in Chapters 4 through 26.  In this lesson we will look at the first of these.

II.  THE DIALOGUES WITH JOB, 3:1 – 42:6

A. Job’s lament, 3:1-26

1. Job curses the day of his birth (compare Jeremiah 20:14-18).

2. Job was patient (James 5:11); this doesn’t mean the absence of complaint, but rather PERSEVERANCE:  Job did not allow his difficulties move him from the paths of righteousness.

3. By not being born, or by being still-born, Job would have been spared his current distress.

4. The grave is an equalizer:  Job yearns for rest in death.

5. Job’s “roarings” were “poured out like waters” (trouble – see Isaiah 57:20).

B. The FIRST Series of Speeches, chapters 4 - 14:

1. The first speech of ELIPHAZ, 4:1 – 5:27

a. Note while reading Job’s friends responses that these men are not speaking from inspiration of God:  thus what they say will be a mixture of truth and error.

b. Job’s friends perspective:  God doesn’t afflict the righteous, Job is afflicted, thus Job must not be righteous; but this viewpoint is not correct!  

c. Eliphaz offers his perspective, much of which is not right (because Job isn’t guilty of sin); though some truth is stated, it become wrong when applied to Job (see point “b” above):  Job’s suffering is not retribution from God.

d. Eliphaz does not know the “background” for why Job is suffering.

e. Note the discussion about the discipline of God (5:17-27); it is true God chastens His children (Hebrews 12) – but such is not the situation in Job’s case.

f. Eliphaz calls Job foolish, and exhorts him to appeal to God.

2. Job’s Reply to Eliphaz, 6:1 – 7:21

a. Job’s “impatience” must be viewed in light of the calamities he has experienced.

b. Job is not complaining without just cause:  it seemed God had abandoned him!

c. Job has been hurt by his friends unkindness, but is unmoved by their arguments.

3. The first speech of BILDAD, 8:1-22

a. Bildad appeals to tradition, and not only implies Job is a sinner, but his children were too (which is why they died).

b. Bildad conclusion is the same as Eliphaz, that Job is suffering because of his sin.

4. Job’s reply to Bildad, 9:1 – 10:22

a. Job replies by pointing out that tradition is not an infallible guide in such matters.

b. Job points out that sometimes the wicked do not suffer, but prosper (9:24).

c. Though obviously feeling helpless (9:32-33; 10:18), Job acknowledges his own personal integrity (10:1-7), questions his oppression, hoping for relief in death..

5. The first speech of ZOPHAR, 11:1-20

a. Zophar is more blunt than the other two, reaching the same conclusion that Job is suffering because of his sins; in fact, he concludes that Job is getting less than he deserves (11:6) and needs to repent (11:13-15).

b. Zohar’s authority is himself – what appears right to him.

6. Job’s reply to Zophar, 12:1 – 14:22

a. Job criticizes his friends’ condemnation and motivation, says only God fully knows what’s happening, declares his own personal integrity, and appeals to God.

b. Job has no hesitation (not even fear of death) declaring his guiltlessness to God!

c. Job views death as a welcome rest and relief from his suffering.

