The Book of JOB 
Lesson 1: Introduction & Chapters 1 – 2
John M. Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Flatwoods, Kentucky, Sunday Bible Class, August 2007
INTRODUCTION:
A. AUTHOR & DATE: Uncertain
1. Some suggested authors include Job himself, Elihu, Moses, and Solomon.
2. The book is quoted twice in the New Testament: Romans 11:35; 1 Corinthians 3:19.
B. THE MAN JOB:
1. Job, whose name means “hated” or “persecuted,” was an historical person (Ezekiel 14:14, 20; James 5:11) who apparently lived during the Patriarchal Age. 
a. Consider Job’s life span of two hundred years (42:16). 
b. Other matters point to the Patriarchal period (the social unit is the family; Job’s priestly function in his family; the silence regarding the Law of Moses; etc.). 
c. The events in Job seemingly took place sometime after Babel (Genesis 11:1-9) but before Abraham (Genesis 11:27ff).
2. Regarding Job, note his:
a. Integrity: 1:1, 8; 2:3, 9 
b. Adversity: 1:18-19; 2:7 
c. Perplexity: 3:1-4, 24:7, 4, 6 
d. Humility: 40:4, 42:6 
e. New prosperity: 42:10-16
C. THE BACKGROUND:
1. The book begins with a scene in heaven explaining the events (1:6-2:10): Job would suffer because Satan was contesting God in challenging Job’s devotion and faith (see Revelation 12:9-10); God granted Satan liberty to afflict Job without killing him.
2. Satan seeks to set Job and God at odds against each other (1:11).
3. In four catastrophes, Job was reduced to extreme poverty and intense suffering.
4. Neither Job nor his friends seemed to know the background of these events: his friends blamed Job, while Job trusted in God.
D. Scientific foreknowledge of the book:
1. Bones containing marrow: 21:24 
2. Moon not shining: 25:5
3. Earth hanging in space: 26:7
4. Rain = water in the clouds: 26:8
5. Clouds: 36:29; 37:16; 38:37
6. Earth revolving around the sun: 38:12-14
7. Spring in the oceans, and ocean depths: 38:16
8. And many others....(22:12; 28:7; 28:25; 38:8-11; 38:19, 22-25, 31-33, 35; 39:13-18, 29).
E. BASIC OUTLINE OF THE BOOK:
I. THE DISASTERS CONFRONTING JOB: chapters 1 – 2
II. THE DIALOGUES WITH JOB, chapters 3 – 42:6

III. THE DELIVERANCE OF JOB, chapter 42:7-17

I. THE DISASTERS CONFRONTING JOB, 1:1 – 2:13 

A. Job’s circumstances, 1:1-5
1. Uz: an area southeast of the Dead Sea (referred to as Edom in Lamentations 4:21).
2. His description: perfect, upright, feared God, eschewed (shunned) evil.
3. His many possessions: children, livestock, servants.
B. Job’s calamities, 1:6-2:10
1. The first assault: against Job’s possessions.
a. “sons of God” = angels (38:7); see also 1 Kings 22:19-24
b. Satan roaming the earth - see John 12:31; 14:30; 16:11; 1 Peter 5:8-9
c. Satan questions Job’s motives; Job loses his possessions (1 Timothy 6:7).
2. The second assault: against Job’s body.
a. Job experiences great physical affliction (compare 2 Corinthians 4:8-12).
b. Job’s wife questions his suffering.
c. Yet, note Job’s attitude (compare Deuteronomy 29:29; Job 1:22; Romans 9:20).
C. Job’s comforters, 2:11-13
1. Job’s three friends are: Eliphaz, Bildad, Zophar.
2. They did not immediately recognize him, for his body had been altered by boils.
3. They sat with him in his grief (his increasing agony and pain).
