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I. ZOPHAR’S FIRST SPEECH, chapter 11.

A. Zophar’s Accusation of Job, vv. 1-6.

1. He charges Job with:

a. Simply talking a lot (cf. 8:2 – being windy), vs. 2,

b. Using empty, idle talk (lies – KJV [babble – ESV]), vs. 3,

c. Accuses Job of being self-righteous, vs. 4,

d. If God would speak, He would speak against Job, vs. 5-6a.

2. Because of this, if God punished Job as he deserved, his suffering would be greater, vs. 6b.

B. The Ways of God Are Beyond Man, vv. 7-12.

Zophar in these verses give a wonderful description of the transcendence of God (cf. 5:9, 9:10; Romans 11:33). However, Zophar here uses this as an insult against Job.

“Though one cannot learn or come to know God absolutely, this should not hinder him from accepting the challenge to know all he can” – Homer Hailey: A Commentary on Job.
C. Zophar’s Appeal To Job To Repent, vv. 13-20.

1. Zophar urges Job to:

a. Prepare thine heart (set thy heart aright – ASV),
b. Do not let wickedness (unrighteousness – ASV) dwell (to abide, settle) in his life.

Repentance is by definition a change of heart, a change of mind 

that leads to a change of action. Not merely being sorry for sin.

See Jonah 3:8-10 (compare with Mathew 12:41); 2 Corinthians 7:9-10; Matthew 21:28-29.

2. The blessings if Job repents:

a. He lift up his face without spot (spiritual blemish), vs. 15, (cf. 10:15)
b. He would forget his suffering when it passed, vs. 16,

c. His life would be brighter (clearer – KJV), vs. 17, (cf. 10:21-22)
d. Would have hope and rest, vs. 18,

e. Would have no fear, and others would “court your favor” (ESV), vs. 19.

3. A warning if Job does not repent (vs. 20):

a. His eyes will strain looking for relief,

b. “Have no way to flee” (ASV),
c. The only hope they have is to die.

