THE BOOK OF JOB: Chapter 12 – 14
Teacher: Jerry D. Sturgill, Flatwoods church of Christ, High School Bible Class, April 2009

I. JOB’S 4th SPEECH, chapter 12.

A. Job Is Not Inferior to the Friends In Understanding, vv. 1-6.

1. The friends think they are the only ones with wisdom, and when they died surely all wisdom will die with them, vv. 1-2. (Sarcasm)
2. Yet Job is as intelligent as they are, vs. 3.

3. Previous, Job had called to God and He answered, but now Job feels as a laughing-stock (mocked – KJV) i.e. by his friends, vs. 4.

4. For one to reject the light available to him, is sure to slip, vs. 5. This seems to be a warning to Job’s friends that they have set themselves up for a fall by making their blind assumptions.
5. Since the wicked prosper and the righteous suffer (vs. 4), therefore suffering is not always for individual sin, vs. 6.

B. All Nature Is Subject to God’s Power, vv. 7-12.

1. The characteristics of the animal kingdom and the earth testify to the power of God, vv. 7-8.

2. God is Creator and Sustainer, vv. 9-10.

The point seems to be that blessings and punishments are not based on character. He is illustrating the point that the good and bad share alike in the temporal blessings of God. Note Ephesians 1:3.

God’s creation is governed by natural law. His creation was designed such that there is no need for supernatural intervention. However, that does not mean that God is inactive or unconcerned with mankind. God does work through providence (God’s activity through natural law). While man has been promised God’s providential care that does not mean that we won’t experience troubles in this life. See Matthew 5:45, 6:25-34; Acts 14:7; James 1:2f.

3. Ones ears will experience both pure and corrupt words and the mouth wholesome and unwholesome foods, vs. 11.

4. With age comes wisdom and understanding of such things, vs. 12.

C. The Wisdom and Might of God, vv, 13-25.

1. God’s wisdom & strength, vs. 13a,

2. Gods counsel & understanding, vs. 13b,

3. God’s sovereign rule over nature and man, vs. 14, 

4. God’s control of the elements, vs. 15,

5. Those that go astray (deceived) and lead on astray (deceiver) are His, vs. 16,

6. Great men do not prevail against God, vs. 17,

7. God is greater that the greatest kings, vs. 18,

8. God’s control of the great and mighty, vs. 19,

9. God is wiser that the wise, vs. 20,

10. Those of nobility are insignificant in His eyes, vs. 21,

11. Reveals truths beyond mans ability to discover, vs. 22,

12. God’s control over the nations, vs. 23,

13. God’s mind is far above man’s mind, vs. 24,

14. Man is lost without the guidance of God, vs. 25.

II. JOB’S SPEECH CONTINUES, chapter 13.

A. Job Has Equal Understanding To Theirs, vv. 1-2.

1. “all this” – That which Job had spoken in verses 12:6, 14, 15, 17-22, 23-25.

B. Job Rebukes The Friends For False Reasoning, vv. 3-12.

1. Job wishes to bring his case before God, vs. 3. Cf. 11:5-6.

a. Reason – Legal term; carries the idea of reconciling differences between 2 parties.

2. The friends were covering over (forgers – lit “to smear or plaster over”) the issue with lies and prescribing cures for ailments Job did not have, vs. 4.

The friends had spoken some things that were true, but as we have seen before their application was wrong.

3. They would have shown true wisdom by being silent, vs. 5. Cf. Proverbs 17:28.

4. Job calls for them to give attention to his words, vs. 6.

5. Job’s friends have attempted to argue God’s case for Him, vv. 7-10. The friends have used unsound reasoning. Only solid arguments should be used in God’s cause.
6. To mock God (vs. 9) should strike terror in their hearts, vs. 11.

7. The friend’s remembrances (memorable sayings – ASV) were like ashes (dead, lifeless, void of truth) and bodies (defenses – ASV) of clay (subject to decay, easily destroyed), vs. 12.

C. Job Again Affirms That He Is Righteous, vv. 13-19.

1. Job tells them not to interrupt, vs. 13.

2. “put my life in mine hand” – i.e. Risking his life, vs. 14. The thought seems to be “Why should Job risk his life for a lie by his claim to be righteous.”
3. Come what may, Job will trust God and maintain his ways, vs. 15.

4. A hypocrite shall not come before God, vs. 16. Since Job is no hypocrite (godless man – ASV), he can come before God. To even stand before God would prove his case.

5. Give careful attention, Job has set his cause in order and is confident in his righteousness, vv. 17-18.

6. Job invites one to name his specific sins, upon which he would hold his peace and die, vs. 19.

D. Job’s prayer To God To Know What His Sin Is, vv. 20-28.

1. Job asks God to do 2 things and he would not fear coming before Him, vv. 20-22:

a. Withdraw thine hand (remove his punishment, ease his suffering),

b. Let not the terror of God make him afraid.

2. Questions Job would want answered, vv. 23-28.

III. CONCLUSION OF JOB’S SPEECH, chapter 14.

A. The Brevity and Troubles of Life, vv. 1-6.

1. “cometh forth like a flower” – Cf. Isaiah 40:6-8; 1 Peter 1:24.
2. “fleeth also as a shadow” – James 4:14.
3. Job expresses amazement at God’s interest in man, vs. 3.

God watches man’s life and will bring it into judgment. Cf. 2 Corinthians 5:10.

4. “Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean?” The idea seems to be that if Job is a sinner then he will be judged such, if not, he will be judged innocent. God would not pronounce him innocent if he was actually guilty.

Job is not speaking of inherited sin (original sin) in these verses. 

If no other verse were brought to bear on this subject Ezekiel 18:20 clearly refutes such doctrine. 

Sin, Biblically defined, is an act, not something inherited.

See 1 John 3:4; James 4:17; Jeremiah 44:23.

5. Since man’s days are determined (Hebrew 9:27) and appointed his bounds (physical limitations within which he “cannot pass”), Job asks God to look away so that like a hired hand he could find some rest at the end of his day of labor, vv. 5-6.

B. Man Gives Up The Ghost and Where Is He? vv. 7-12.

1. Job meditates on the possibility of man’s return after death, 7-12.

Job seems to be considering if man will return to earth after death. A tree is cut down and it will sprout again (vv. 7-9). Not so with man (vv. 10-12). Job has recognized before that man does not return to the land of the living (7:9-10)

C. Job’s Hope of the Resurrection, vv. 13-17.

1. Job appeals to “SHEOL” as a temporary hiding place until God’s wrath be passed, vs. 13.

2. “If a man die, shall he live again? Vs. 14.

a. “live again” – be quickened, revive.

b. Change – Revival after death, release (ASV). Same root word as “sprout again” vs. 7.

c. Wait – Same word as 13:15 translated trust (KJV), hope (ASV).

Job asks, “If a man die, shall he live again?” The correct answer to that is YES, INDEED! Job knows that man will not return to earth after death (vv. 10-12), but surely man should have as much hope as a tree to live again after being “cut down”. Job is reasoning from the evidence seen in nature, but he does not have a full concept of life after death and the resurrection as we have it in the New Testament.

D. Job’s Gloomy Conclusion, vv. 18-22.

1. That which seems mighty, is ultimately brought to naught, vv. 18-19.

2. All that is left for man is death, vs. 20.

3. In death man has no knowledge of anything “under the sun”, vs. 21. Cf. Ecclesiastes 9:6.
4. In this life, man has pain and sadness, vs. 22.

