THE BOOK OF JOB: Chapter 16 – 17
Teacher: Jerry D. Sturgill, Flatwoods church of Christ, High School Bible Class, May 2009

I. JOB’S 5th SPEECH, chapter 16.

A. Job Rebukes His Friends, vv. 1-5.

1. Job had heard all these things before. Eliphaz had offered nothing new, vs. 1-2.

2. When will their unkind words end? vs. 3.

3. Job could act as they did if the roles were reversed, vs. 4.

4. Instead he would have sought to strengthen and comfort them, vs. 5.

B. Job Complains of God’s Treatment of Him, vv. 6-14.

1. Even though Job speaks out, his pain and sorrow are still present, vs. 6.

2. Job has been deprived of friends and family, vs. 7.

3. Job has been deprived of his health, vs. 8.

4. Job has been persecuted, vv. 9-10.

5. Job feels God has betrayed him, vs. 11.

6. All had been okay until these dreadful events had come upon him, vs. 12.

7. Job is under constant attack, vv. 13-14.

C. Job’s Sorrow and Claim of Innocence, vv. 15-17.

1. Job expresses his severe humility, vs. 15,

2. His heart felt grief, vs. 16,

3. And again affirms innocence, vs. 17.

D. The Prayer of Job, vv. 18-22.

1. Job pleads for his cause to be vindicated, vs. 18.

2. There is one in heaven who knows the facts of his case, vv. 19-21.

3. Job considers the days before him to be few, vs. 22.

II. JOB’S SPEECH CONTINUES, chapter 17.

A. Job Feels His End Is Near, vv. 1-5.

1. The end of Job’s days is near, vs. 1. This continues the thought from 16:22.
2. Job’s friends (mockers) are with him and what he sees is their continued attacks, vs. 2.

3. The thought seems to be Job wants an agreement for an audience with God, vs. 3.

4. The friends cannot see the truth (because of their theology) and God will not exalt them (i.e. their deduction is not correct), vs. 4.

5. A warning to the friends, vs. 5.

a. “speaketh flattery” – Denounceth (ASV)

b. “even the eye of his children shall fail” – Not that the guilt of the fathers sin is passed to the children, but the consequences. 

Exodus 20:5; Deuteronomy 24:16; Ezekiel 18:20; 1 John 3:4.

B. Job Laments His Condition, vv. 6-10.

1. Job had been held up to ridicule, contempt, vs. 6.

2. Job was beset by weeping and was a former shadow of himself, vs. 7.

3. Upright men would be astonished that a righteous man would suffer without cause, vs. 8. This is an implied charge against the friends.
4. The righteous (Job) will stay on the right way, vs. 9.

5. There was no wisdom in their arguments before, and Job doesn’t expect any to come, vs. 10

C. The Hope of Job, vv. 11-16.

1. Job’s immediate death was inevitable, vs. 11. So he thought, cf. 42:16.

2. His thoughts of his coming death gives him hope, vs. 12.

3. He eagerly anticipates his death, vs. 13-16.

