THE BOOK OF JOB: Chapter 2
Teacher: Jerry D. Sturgill, Flatwoods church of Christ, High School Bible Class, January 2009
I. BEGINNING OF JOB’S 2nd TEST, chapter 2

A. The Second Meeting; Satan Further Tempts Job, vv. 1-6.
1. Verses 1-3a see notes for chapter 1.

2. Integrity – Job held fast his moral soundness.
3. “skin for skin” – A proverbial saying. The thought is that one would be willing to part with possessions and give up the life of another (skin), to save his own life (for skin).
4. Again we note that bounds were set by God, vs. 6.

B. Job’s 5th loss: Loss of His Health, vv. 7-8.
1. Job is stricken with a grievous disease.

2. “sat down among the ashes” – symbol of grief and suffering. Cf. 2 Samuel 13:19; Jonah 3:6; Ezekiel 27:30.

C. Job’s 6th Loss: His Wife’s Encouragement, vv. 9-10.
Job has suffered through the loss of the various groups of animals that made up his material wealth (1:14-17), his children had been violently taken from him (1:18-19), been stricken with a painful disease (2:7-8), he is now burdened with the discouragement of his wife.

1. Foolish – Senseless. Used many times describing one that does not consider or recognize God. Cf. Psalm 14:1, 53:1, Deuteronomy 32:6; Luke 12:16-20
2. Evil – Misfortune, calamity
D. Job’s Three “Friends”, vv. 11-13.
1. “mourn with him and to comfort him” – This may have been their stated purpose, may have even started out to comfort him until they saw his physical condition. But as we shall see, they believed that suffering was punishment of sin.
The three friends will reason like this:

1. All suffering is punishment from God for sin.
2. Job is suffering.
3. Therefore, since you suffer, Job must be a great sinner.

As we consider the erroneous view of the friends in the chapters to come, we must remember that there is a difference between suffering as punishment for wrong doing and suffering as a consequence of sin. Suffering can be a consequence of one’s own sin (fornication that leads to disease, etc.), the sin of others (drunk driver crashes into another car paralyzing the sober driver) and so forth. Also consider sometimes suffering occurs with no apparent or known reason. That is the case of Job. As far as the Biblical record, Job did not know the reason for his suffering of that Satan was behind it. We are given the inspired account so we may learn from Job and from the “behind the scenes” details.
For an outstanding discussion of evil, pain & suffering see “Have Atheists Proved There Is No God” by Thomas B. Warren
THE BOOK OF JOB: Chapter 3
Teacher: Jerry D. Sturgill, Flatwoods church of Christ, High School Bible Class, January 2009
In Poetic Form, Job in This Chapter Gives Vent to the Agonies of His Soul.
I. JOB’S LAMENT (JOB’S SILENCE BROKEN), chapter 3 
A. The Day Of Job’s Birth, vv. 1-10.
1. Cursed – Make contemptible. From a different Hebrew word that translated “cursed” before.
2. Job says the day of his birth:

a) Been better not to have come, vs. 3.

b) As if it never existed, vs. 4.

c) Be as thought death has removed it from existence; lost in total darkness, vs. 5.

d) Be blotted from the calendar, vs. 6.

e) Be barren, unproductive, a totally cheerless night, vs. 7.
f) Be cursed by others, vs. 8.

g) Continue in darkness, vs. 9.
3. The reason for these… because his birth was not prevented.

B. Job Questions “WHY?” vv. 11-12.
1. Why did I not die immediately?, vs. 11
2. Why was he allowed to survive?, vs. 12

C. Job Wishes For Peace, vv. 13-19.
1. Had Job died he would have been at rest with kings, princes, the still-born, vv. 14-16.

2. Would be at a place where others would not trouble him and be at rest, vs. 17.

3. All classes of people would be at rest, vv. 18-19.

Death is the great leveler of all. In death all earthly distinction is erased. 

All are equal in the grave. See Hebrews 9:27; Romans 14:11-12; 2 Corinthians 5:10.
D. What Is The Meaning of Life Such As His? vv. 20-26. (These Verses Are Expressing The Misery of The Sufferer.)
1. “Hedged in” – by suffering.

2. Sighing – Groaning

3. “Poured out like the waters” – freely, abundantly as water.

4. As difficulties began, he was fearfully expecting that others were on the way, vs. 25.

5. He had not relaxed from his religious obligations, vs. 26.
Note that in all the suffering, both physical and emotional, at no time has Job considered suicide!

