THE BOOK OF JOB: Chapter 6
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I. JOB RESPONDS TO ELIPHAZ, chapters 6 

A. Job Describes His Grief, vv. 1-7.

1. Calamity – Engulfing ruin, destruction (as wrought by one against another).
2. “heavier than the sand of the sea” – Hyperbole, the weight of his grief and the magnitude of his calamity.

3. “swallowed up” – Talk wildly, rash (ASV).
4. “arrows of the Almighty” – Cf. Psalm 18:14, 38:2, 144:6.
Job recognizes he is suffering at the hand of God, but rejects the idea that his suffering is deserved.

5. Job would not complain if things were normal, vs. 5.

6. “…unsavory be eaten…” – Possibly referring to Eliphaz’s speech, calling it worthless, vv. 6-7.

B. Job Reaffirms “I Still Wish To Die”, vv. 8-13.

1. “…have my request…the thing that I long for” – That God would relieve his suffering by taking his life. Cf. 3:20-22.
Again we note that although Job desires for God to end his life (vs. 9), suicide never enters his mind.

2. For Job to know the end would be soon would enable him to endure his suffering, vs. 10.
3. Why endure, why prolong his days when death is the ultimate goal anyway? vs. 11.

4. Job’s ability to endure is not limitless, vv. 12-13.

C. Job’s Accusation of Unreliability Against His Friend, vv. 14-23.

1. Job’s friends should have showed him sympathy & kindness, vs. 14. 

Cf. Hebrews 3:13, 10:24-25.
2. Job is disappointed in the reaction of his fair weather friends. His assessment of his friends:

a. Had much promise but did not deliver, vs. 15.

b. Useless as a stream hidden under ice, vs. 16.

c. Their support disappeared as a stream disappears in the heat of summer, vs. 17-18.

d. Proved to be a disappointment because Job did not find what he was looking for, vv. 19-20.
3. The friends see Job suffering, think is because of great sin, and are afraid to side with Job lest they appear to be opposing God, vs. 21.
4. Job had not asked for some great thing, just sympathy and kindness, vv. 22-23.

D. Job’s Challenge, Show Me Where I Have Erred, vv. 24-27.
1. Job makes the challenge to bring a specific charge, vs. 24

2. Job’s words had been rash & therefore not to be taken seriously, vs. 26.

E. Job Appeals For An Honest Examination, vv. 28-30.

I. JOB’S SPEECH CONTINUES, chapter 7.

A. Job Describes His Condition & Life, vv. 1-10.

1. “appointed time” – Hard service, warfare (ASV) vs. 1.

a. “days of a hireling” – Expecting release at the end of the day.

2. …desireth the shadow…” – Signifying the end of the day of his labor, vs. 2.

3. Vanity – Misery (ASV)

Man’s life upon the earth is hard service (Military service, warfare. 

See 1 Timothy 1:18-19, 6:12; 2 Timothy 2:3; 2 Corinthians 10:3-4; Ephesians 6:12-17). 
Job is awaiting the time of his release from his suffering and sorrow, vv. 1-3. Cf. 2 Timothy 4:7
4. Job suffers:

a. Sleeplessness, vs. 4.

b. Description of his affliction, vs. 5.

5. “…swifter than a weavers shuttle” – Life passes swiftly, vs. 6.

6. Job considers his life and death, vv. 7-10.

a. Life is brief, vs. 7. Cf. 14:1-2; Psalm 144:4; James 4:14.
b. Those on the earth shall see him no more after his death, vs. 8.

c. “shall come up no more” – Job knows when he is gone his earthly place will be forever empty, vs. 9.

i) Grave – Heb. “SHEOL”, the unseen realm. This is carries the same idea as Gk. “HADES”.  Compare Psalm 16:10 with Acts 2:31.
d. “return no more to his house” – Job will no more return to his earthly dwelling place, vs. 10.

B. Job’s Complaint, vv. 11-21.

1. Job will give vent to his feelings, vs. 11.

2. Am I a force that needs tamed? vs. 12.

3. Job seeks comfort in bed, but has nightmares instead, vv. 13-14.

4. Job would rather have death than the suffering he endures, vs. 15-16.

5. Compare with Psalm 8:4-5. David wonders what it is about man that God would look on him with favor while Job wonders what it is about man that God would seek his destruction, vv. 17-18.

a. Visit – To judge, punish.

b. Try – To examine, scrutinize.

6. Possibly a proverb. When will God turn His eye from him and allow Job some relief, vs. 19.

7. Job recognizes he is not sinless and wonders why God does not forgive his transgressions.

Job acknowledges sin, but not to the extent that his friends accuse. Cf. 1:8, 2:3, 42:1-6.

We need to remember that Job does not have the whole story as we do. He is suffering and does not know why. He recognizes that the things he says are rash (6:3), desperate (6:26), and without understanding (42:3).
