THE BOOK OF JOB: Chapter 8
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I. BILDAD’S FIRST SPEECH, chapter 8. 
A. Bildad’s Accusation Against Job, vv. 1-7.

1. “be like a strong wind” – Violent and loud, but empty.

2. Indirect accusation against Job. vs. 3.

Bildad’s thoughts run: God is never unjust in any of His dealings (True), 

then God would not afflict Job unless he deserved it.
3. Bildad then:

a. Insinuates Job’s children had died as punishment for their sins. vs. 4.

Mere assertion. See Matthew 7:1-6; John 7:24.
b. Tells Job of his need to repent, vs. 5.
c. Implies Job is not pure and upright, vs. 6. This is not what God thought of Job, cf. 1:8.
d. Then God would bless Job materially, vv. 6-7. He sees only material prosperity for serving God
B. Bildad Appeals to Tradition of the Ancients, vv. 8-10.

C. The Teachings of the Ancients, vv. 11-19.

1. Life without God is like water plants without water, vv. 11-12.

a. Rush – Papyrus.

b. Flag – Reeds

2. Bildad makes application of verses 11-12, vs. 13.

a. “forget God” – Cf. Deuteronomy 8:11.
b. Hypocrite – Irreligious, profane, godless (ASV).

3. The Hypocrite (Godless man):
a. Has no real hope or trust, vs. 14.

b. Is doomed to fall, vs. 15.

c. May prosper for a while, vv. 16-17.

d. But will find that he has no relationship with God, vs. 18.

D. A Word of Hope, vv. 20-22.

1. Verse 20 is a true statement, but the implication applied to Job is wrong.

BILDAD’S ARGUMENT:
God will not cast away a perfect (complete) man.
God has cast away Job 
Therefore Job is not a perfect man.
2. If Job repents he will be full of joy (vs. 21), and have his enemies will be put to shame and the wicked “shall be no more” [ASV] (vs. 22).
