THE BOOK OF JOB: Chapters 9 – 10
Teacher: Jerry D. Sturgill, Flatwoods church of Christ, High School Bible Class, March 2009

I. JOB’S 3rd SPEECH, chapter 9
A. The Greatness of God, vv. 1-12.
1. Job acknowledges the general truth of what Bildad says, vs. 2. Cf. 8:3, 20.
2. Contend – To strive with words, quarrel.
3. God is omnipotent and omniscient, vv. 4-12.

In verses 8 & 9 we see that Job was not an evolutionist. It was God who spread out the heavens, tread upon the sea (cf. Matthew 15:25), and made the constellations.

Cf. Psalm 8:3, 19:1-6, 14:1; Romans 1:19-22)
B. Job’s Complaint Regarding the Moral Government of the Universe, vv. 13-24.
1. Job recognizes his inferiority compared to God, vv. 13-14.

2. Though Job thinks himself righteous he will still appeal to God for mercy, even though he doubts God will answer, vv. 15-16.
3. The reason he doubts God will answer him is due to the fact of his constant afflictions from God, vv. 17-18.

We need to remember that Job speaks as though God has sent these hardships against him. He does not know, as we do, that Satan is the one behind his afflictions.

4. If Job tried to argue his case before God he would not prevail, vv, 19-21.
5. Job laments the apparent injustice of it all, vv. 22-24.
C. Job Maintains His Innocence, vv. 25-35.
1. Job speaks of the brevity of his life, vv. 25-26.

2. Job feels God is against him and he cannot prevail, vv. 27-31.

3. There is no common ground for Job and God to come to trial together, vv. 32-35.

a. Daysman – Decide, judge. Umpire (ASV); Arbiter (ESV). Same word translated “plead” in 16:21.
Job feels he has no one to mediate between him and God. 
See 1 Timothy 2:5 for Christians today.

II. JOB’S SPEECH CONTINUES, chapter 10.
A. Job’s Weariness of Life, vv. 1-7.

1. Job is weary of living and will give vent to his complaint, vs. 1.

What follows through the rest of the chapter is addressed to God.

2. Job asks God not to condemn him guilty, but to show him what their quarrel is, vs. 2.

3. Why would God look favorably upon Job then reject him, vs. 3.

4. God does not judge as man judges [vs. 4] (cf. 1 Samuel 16:7; Luke 16:15), and God is eternal [vs. 5]. Since God is infinite in all His attributes, therefore He knows Job is not wicked, vv. 6-7.
B. The Greatness of God, vv. 8-17.
1. God is man’s Creator; Job is merely His creature, vv. 8-13.

2. “made me as the clay” – Cf. Isaiah 29:16, 45:9, 64:8; Jeremiah 18:4-6; Romans 9:21.
3. Visitation – Exercise oversight, i.e. Providence.

Job recognized God’s providence in his being born and his being blessed. 
He recognized Jehovah had watched over him and preserved him.

4.  Yet Job expresses confusion, vv. 14-17.
a. If Job is living a life of sin, God will hold him guilty, vs. 14.
b. If he is wicked, he is in a sorrowful state, vs. 15a.

c. Even if Job considers himself righteous, he will not lift up his head because of his present affliction, vs. 15b.

d. Yet Job does not understand the powerful and constant afflictions that are against him, vv. 16-17.

C. Job Again Wishes For Death, vv. 18-22.
1. Job’s wish he had died from the womb, vv. 18-19.
2. Job prays that God would let him live without suffering, since he has few days left anyway.

3. Job expresses his concept of death, vv. 20-22.

