THE BOOK OF JOB: Introduction
Teacher: Jerry D. Sturgill, Flatwoods church of Christ, High School Bible Class, January 2009

A. AUTHOR: Unknown
1. Some suggested authors include Job himself, Elihu, Moses, and Solomon.
B. SETTING: Job worships according to the Law of the Patriarchs.

C. AUTHENTICITY OF THE BOOK OF JOB: 

1. Ezekiel mentions him, Ezekiel 14:14, 20 and is mentioned by James, James 5:11.

2. The book is quoted in the New Testament: 
a) Job 5:13 is quoted by Paul in 1 Corinthians 3:19.
D. Was Job a real person and is the book an historical account? Consider the following internal evidence:

1. Job’s name is specifically given.

2. He is mentioned along with other Biblical characters that were historical people. 
Cf. Ezekiel 14:14, 20
3. The book begins just as other Bible accounts that are unquestionably historical.

a) Job 1:1 (There was a man in the land of Uz…), compare with 1 Samuel 1:1 & Luke 1:5.
4. The book lists names and numbers of children, lists his possessions, has details about his friends, his spiritual greatness is detailed; all this strongly indicates the book is to be taken as historical.
E. The book of Job is the first book of poetry among the books of the Bible.

F. There are 3 wisdom books: Job, Proverbs, & Ecclesiastes.

In approaching the book of Job one must be conscious of who is speaking and for what purpose. God speaks, Satan speaks, Job speaks, Job’s wife speaks, his three friends speak, Elihu speaks, and the Lord speaks out of the whirlwind. While the book is a faithful depiction of what is said, it by no means is all that is said divine truth. It is a record of a debate in which human contentions are presented even when false. One should not assume that all Job says is true and all the friends say is false. – Jack P. Lewis: 2003 FHU Lectureship Book, Pg. 191
Recommended Reading: Resources used in the study of this book.
1. A Commentary on Job – Homer Hailey

2. A Study of the Book of Job – Franklin Camp

3. Outlined Commentary on Job – Bob Winton

4. Job – Coffman Commentary

5. Class Notes on Job – World Video Bible School 
(Videos online at http://www.thebible.net/video/)

6. When We Hurt (Tragedy & Triumph in Job) – 2003 FHU Lectureship

7. Have Atheists Proved There Is No God? – Thomas B. Warren

8. Satan – 2002 Memphis School of Preaching Lectureship

9. Satan: His Origin and Mission – Bert Thompson

THE BOOK OF JOB: Chapter 1
Teacher: Jerry D. Sturgill, Flatwoods church of Christ, High School Bible Class, January 2009

I. THE TESTING OF JOB, chapter 1.

A. Job, His Home and His Character, vv. 1-5.

1. Land of Uz – Mentioned in Jeremiah 25:20 & Lamentations 4:21. Possibly in the region of Edom.
2. Job – Persecuted, hated

3. The faith of Job, vs. 1.

a) Perfect – morally complete, spiritually mature.

b) Upright – straightforward, just (the idea is one that travels a straight line)

c) Eschewed – to turn away from, shun, avoid.

4. The family of Job, vs. 2.

a) Of the people of the east, a large family was a mark of divine favor and blessing. Cf. Ruth 4:14; 1 Samuel 2:5; Psalm 127:3f
5. The finances of Job, vs. 3.

a) Great wealth also considered an indication of divine favor.

Note: Being rich does not have to be a detriment to pleasing God. 
One must keep wealth (et al) in its proper place. 
Compare the character of Abraham (Genesis 13:2) 
with the rich, young ruler (Matthew 19:23-25).

See also Proverbs 30:8-9; Mark 10:23-25; 1 Timothy 6:6-10, 17-19.
6. Held a feast – A close knit family, vs. 4.
7. Offered burnt offerings – Worshiping according to the law of the Patriarchs, vs. 5
B. Satan’s Challenge, vv. 6-12.
1. Sons of God – Possibly angelic beings, cf. 38:7.
2. Satan – the adversary, accuser, one who withstands.

3. “going to and fro” – Cf. 1 Peter 5:8
4. “Doth Job fear God for nought?” – Challenges Job’s integrity and insults God.
5. Curse – renounce (ASV)

Thought question: Why do we serve God?

6. Note that Satan had to have permission to test Job and Satan’s power was limited.

a) From this we learn that Satan is not omnipotent, omniscient, or omnipresent. These are qualities of deity, therefore Satan is not deity.

Deism is the belief that God created the universe and the world, set things in motion and since then has been indifferent to his creation. From these verses we learn Deism is false. God is interested in us, and also a warning that the devil is also interested in us.
C. The Beginning of Job’s Calamities, vv. 13-19.
1. Life proceeding as normal, vs. 13.

2. Loss of work animals, vv. 14-15.

3. Loss of animals used for sacrifice to God, vs. 16.

4. Loss of pack animals, vs. 17.

5. Loss of his children, vv. 18-19.

D. Job’s Response, vv. 20-22.

1. “Rent his mantle” (“robe” ASV) – Custom expressing great grief. Cf. Genesis 37:29, 34; Joshua 7:6; Ezra 9:3
2. “Shaved his head” – Also expression of grief. Cf. Micah 1:16; Jeremiah 7:29.
3. “Naked came I out of my mother’s womb…” – Job’s point is he came into the world without anything; he would leave the world without anything, vs.21. Cf. 1 Timothy 6:7.
a) “The Lord gave…” – Job acknowledges Gods overall providence.

4. Job holds fast to his faith in God.

