JOB Lesson 5

Lessons From the Book of Job

Teacher:  John M. Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Sunday Bible Class, September 2007

SOME GREAT LESSONS FROM THE BOOK OF JOB:

1. On suffering:

a. The immediate question:  When we think of Job, we think of a righteous man suffering, and we wonder, Why?

b. The larger question:  Why do any righteous people suffer?  

c. A full answer is not given in the book; but this we learn:  that suffering can have the benefit of refining and strengthening the children of God.
d. The righteous can and do suffer (Mathew 5:10-12; John 15:18-19; 17:14-15; Romans 8:16-18; 2 Corinthians 12:9-10; 2 Timothy 1:8; 2:9-10, 12; 3:12).

e. Thus, God permits suffering, and it may work for our good, our benefit (Matthew 5:10-12; Hebrews 10:36; James 1:2-4; 1 Peter 1:6-9; 3:13-17; 4:12-16) – first the cross, then the crown!   

f. Suffering is a test:  of our faith, character, values, priorities, love for God (and can make us better, or bitter!).

g. Some benefits of suffering:

(1) Causes us to depend on God, which enables us to grow in grace (compare 2 Corinthians 12:7-10).

(2) Trains us for Christian warfare while intensifying our hatred for evil.  

(3) Keeps us from loving the world, and deepens our longing for heaven.

(4) Reminds us that God has given man freedom of choice (cf. Romans 1).

2. On trusting God:

a. Job is commended for his righteousness (Ezekiel 14:14-20) and perseverance (James 5:10-11), and Job continued to trust in God, regardless of circumstances.

(1)  That was the very point of the “contest” between Satan and God:  did Job love God only for selfish or self-centered reasons?

(2) Satan was attacking God’s right to be followed and obeyed – can one love God truly from a sincere motivation of righteousness?

b. God is worthy of reverence, obedience, and love, even apart from His blessings.

c. We must trust in God to know what’s best, for His glory and our ultimate good.

d. We humble ourselves before God, and resist the devil (James 4:7; 1 Peter 5:6); while recognizing Satan is our adversary, we must never forget God is our Ally and Advocate (Hebrews 13:5-6; 1 Peter 5:7; cf. Matthew 6:25 ff.).

e. Satan is limited – he did only what God allowed (God is the One all-powerful).

f. Some false ideas about God, and our need to trust Him:

(1) “God must be against me.”

(2) “God doesn’t really care.”

(3) “God isn’t in control.”

(4) “God isn’t fair.”

g.  Remember:  there is nothing wrong with grieving (cf. 1 Thessalonians 4:13, 18).

3. On the nature of the relationship between God and man.
a. The sovereignty of God is clearly seen in the book, and though God has all power, He does allow bad things to happen to good people (see point #1 above).

b. The relationship between God and man is confronted:  God’s thoughts and ways are sometimes  too vast and grand for the finite mind of man to fully grasp, nor do we always see things from God’s persepctive (Isaiah 55:8-9).

c. In Job’s suffering, ultimately God was exalted and glorified.

4. On dealing with affliction:
a. There is nothing wrong with grieving (Job did; so will, and may, we).

b. Job’s afflictions came in waves; we, too, may have afflictions accumulate.

c. God has not promised us an affliction-free life, and we must remember that.

d. We mustn’t abandon our faith in God; we must keep our “spiritual integrity.”

e. Sometimes, affliction is a result of sin (see Job 8:20; 11:6; 18:5-21; cf. 

5. On the temporal nature of material things.

a. Everything in this world is temporary; nothing material is permanent:  1:21

b. Compare  Matthew 6:19-24; Luke 12:13-21;  2 Corinthians 4:16 – 5:4;                1 Timothy 6:6-10, 17-19.

6. On the future resurrection from the dead.
a. Though physical death overtake us, we shall live again:  14:1-2; 19:25-26

b. Compare also John 5:28-29; Matthew 22:23-32; 1 Corinthians 15; Philippians 3:20-21; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; 1 John 3:1-2.

7. On man’s encounter with God (as Job exemplified it):
a. Job cried out in lamentation to God, as he suffered innocently:  6:4; 7:1-21; 9:17-31; 10:1-22; 12:13-25; 13:20-14:22

b. Job defended himself:  9:25-35; 13:1-28; 16:15-21; 27:2-6

c. Job made known his desires:  6:8-10; 7:15-16; 9:34-35; 10:20; 13:21-22; 14:6; 16:18-22; 19:23-24; 23:3-12

d. Job exalted God:  5:11-16; 9:4-13; 10:8-12; 12:10, 14-25; 16:5-14.

