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II. THE 2nd PART OF JOB’S REPLY TO ELIPHAZ’S 3rd SPEECH, chapter 24.
A. Why do they that know him not see his days? v. 1
1. The days of the Almighty must be days of retribution when the wicked are punished and the righteous are justified.
2. Job is not saying that there are no days of reckoning, but simply asking why God does not allow the righteous to see those days. 
3. Job wants to be justified and Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar to be put in their place.
B. The Wicked Oppress and yet there is no immediate divine judgment on them vv. 2-11
1. Some remove landmarks v.1
a. landmarks were used to indicate the boundaries between property and grazing fields
b. Wicked men will move or remove the landmarks in order to steal land
c. This was against the law of God Cf. Deut. 19:14; 27:17; Prov. 22:28; 23:10
d.  they would also take another’s livestock and act like it was their own by feeding it v.2

2. Oppression of fatherless and widow v.3
a. Orphans and widows are always talked about in the Bible as being needy
b. The idea of a pledge is taking something as a deposite, and it seems like these wicked men were taking away the livestock of the fatherless and widows because they couldn’t pay their debt

3.  Turn the needy out of the way v. 4

a. The needy must take a more circuitous route because they cannot safely pass by the wicked who wait for them on the road.  They have to go to all sorts of inconveniences because of these selfish men.

4. Like wild animals, the wicked get up early to hunt for their prey: the poor v. 5.

a. They just can’t wait to get to their wicked oppression.
b. They are willing to lose sleep in order to pursue their wickedness Prov. 4:16

5. They cause the naked to go without clothing-v.7-8

a. The naked naked are already destitute of necessary clothing, but they take what little clothing they do have.
b. We have never been without clothing-imagine not having enough clothing to stay warm.
c. They embrace the rock-At least near the rock they can keep some of the wind off their cold, naked bodies.

6.  Pluck the fatherless from the breast-v. 9-11

a. the breast is a place of care and nourishment.  They orphans are taken from this. 
b. there may be the idea of child slavery-they oppress the poor and charge them way too much and then take their children when they cannot pay.
c. They do not give the necessities of life to the children or the poor v. 10.
d. They work to make oil, but they do not get to use any of it.  They work hard at the wine press to make wine for their masters, but they are parched for thirst.
i. The labourer is worthy of his hire and the ox was not to be muzzled 1 Timothy 5:18.  They ox while he was doing the work to harvest the crop was allowed to lean over and eat some of it.
ii.  But these slaves do not get treated as well as the ox.
C. God layeth not folly v. 12
1. Though men cry out to God because of these oppressions, God does not seem to regard it.
2. God does regard the cries of the poor, but he does not answer them when and how man thinks they should be answered.
a. God answers our prayer according to His will. 1 John 5:14
b. It is possible for us to ask amiss-in that we expect something at sometime that God is not going to do. James 4:3
3. Job is making a good point here to Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar.  Sometimes there are exceptions to the rule that the wicked suffer in this life.  Does it not follow that if there are exceptions to the wicked suffering in this life that there would be exceptions to the righteous prospering and being free from trouble in this life?
D. The wicked love the dark vv. 12-17
1. John 3:19 “...men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.” 
2. There is an overwhelming theme in the Bible of light vs. darkness.  God is light and those against him are darkness (1 John 1:5-6).  There are too many references to light and darkness to list here.
3. The murderer, the theif (v. 14),  and the adulterer (v. 15) love the darkeness, because they do not want to be seen for what they are (v. 15).  Still today with all of our technology to light up the night, more wickedness happens in the dark. 
4. (v. 16) The thief plans his mischief in the daytime and then executes his plan in the night.
5. The morning is terrifying to the wicked because they can be found out in the light.
E. The swift end of the wicked (18-25)
1. Verses 18-20 may be Job’s representation of what Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar think.
2. However, it seems that Job is complaining that the wicked is quickly cut off, unlike his present situation where he loses everything and still lives by the skin of his teeth (19:20).
3. The wicked have a swift end like the waters that pass by quickly in a stream (v.18)
4. He earthly goods are cursed-they are no more good to him-he no longer looks on his vineyards-that is his property for he is gone (v. 18)
5. Just as snow can quickly be melted and evaporated by the sun-the wicked are quickly consumed by the grave (death) (v. 19)
6. The womb stands for his earthly ties of his family, he has long withdrawn himself from caring for others and now that he is dead his family will forget him (v. 20)
7. The worms would eat the dead bodies as they decayed (v. 20)
8. The tree being broken is the figure of irreparable damage being inflicted-you cannot recover or grow back from it (v. 20)
9. v. 21 These wicked men take advantage of the woman with no children and the widow
10. v. 22 The first “he” here seems to be more understandable if we take it to refer to God-God draws these mighty men down with His power.  The second “he” seems to refer to the wicked. The wicked may prosper in this life, but they have no assurance-Matthew 7:26-27
11. v. 23 The mighty man may feel secure, but God marks him with His eyes.
12. v. 24 Though Job may be upset that the wicked are cut off quickly while he is left to suffer, he still recognizes that at least the wicked are cut off.  They will not have their present glory forever.
13.  v. 25 Job challenges them to show him where he is wrong.
Job understands that there are exceptions to the general principle of the wicked suffering and the righteous prospering, and he also understands that eventually the wicked will be cut off and righteous judgment will be meted out.  Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar refuse to see these exceptions.

