Joshua Lesson 6

Chapters 20 – 24

Teacher: Jerry D. Sturgill, Flatwoods church of Christ, Sunday Bible Study, November 2005

I. THE CITIES OF REFUGE, Chapter 20

A. About these cities of refuge – see Exodus 21:13; Numbers 35:6

B. Avenger – Heb. “go-el”. Lit. “to do the part of a kinsman”, redeem.

1) The redeemer could:

a. Marry a deceased relative’s childless widow, see Ruth 3:12; 4:1, 6, & 8.

b. Purchase a loved one from slavery, see Lev. 25:47-55

c. Buy back a kinsman’s property that had passed from the family, see Lev. 25:23-25

d. Avenge the blood of the nearest relative, see Gen 9:5.

C. One who had killed a person fled to one of these cities. Refuge was given until investigation was made & judgment rendered. See Numbers 35:9-35 & Deut 19:1-13 
Note that a clear distinction was made between a manslayer and a murderer.
D. Cities on the west side of Jordan – Kedesh (to set apart), Shechem (burden bearer), & Hebron (fellowship).

E. Cities on the east side of Jordan – Bezer (fortress), Ramoth (made high or exalted), & Golan (to remove).
The assignment of these cities of refuge is one of the many proofs that the land promise to Abraham was completed. Note Deut 19:1-10 cf. 21:43-45

II. LEVITICAL CITIES APPOINTED, Chapter 21

A. Provision had been made for Levitical cities to be distributed. This do be done according to God’s command, Numbers 35:1-8
B. Leaders among the Levites come to Joshua & the high priest & reminded them of this provision, vv. 1-2

C. Allotment was made as pertained to the three sons of Levi, see Numbers 3
1) Family of Kohath:

a. Aaron & descendants (priests), 13 cities – verse 4

b. Rest of Kohathites, 10 cities – verse 5

2) Family of Gershon, 13 cities – verse 6

3) Family of Merari, 12 cities – verse 7

D. Cities given to the families of tribe Levi, vv. 8-42

E. Note that the Lord fully kept the promises which he made with regard to the land that Israel was to inherit, vv. 43-45.
Once again we see premillennialism teaching contrary to the Bible.

III. RETURN OF 2 ½ TRIBES, Chapter 22

A. Ruben, Gad & ½ tribe of Manasseh commended. They had kept their promise; they had obeyed God, vv. 1-3.
B. The war is over; they are given an honorable discharge, vs. 4. 

(Note: although the main war was over the occupational phase, to rout the remaining occupants of the land, was to be done)
C. Warning to be obedient to the Law, vs. 5

D. Blessing, vs. 6

E. They are to return and “divide the spoil of your enemies with your brethren”, vv. 7-8

F. On the return home, they build an altar, vv. 9-10

G. Upon hearing of this, the 10 tribes west of Jordan are greatly concerned, even preparing for war., vv. 10-12 (see Deut. 12;5-14, Lev 17:8-9)
H. Phinehas with 10 leading citizens go to investigate further, vv. 13-20

I. After listening to the charges, the tribes of Ruben, Gad, & ½ tribe of Manasseh make their defense. The altar is not for offerings or sacrifice, but to serve as a testimony that they were one people with those on the west side of Jordan, vv. 21-29

J.  Misunderstanding resolved, vv. 30-34
IV. JOSHUA’S FAREWLL ADDRESS, Chapters 23 & 24
A. Joshua relates his physical condition, 23:1-2
B. He reminds them that their success from God, 23:3
C. The Lord has promised to drive out the nations from before the Israelites, notice this is a conditional promise, 23:4-16

1) And he reminds them of God's promise:
-To BLESS THEM if they are obedient unto Him!
-To CURSE THEM if they are not obedient!
D. Joshua gathers all the tribes at Shechem, vs. 24:1
E. God through Joshua recites their history, 24:2-13

F. Make a decision – for God or against God, 24:14-15
G. All Israel chooses Jehovah, 24:16-18

H. Israel warned they cannot serve the Lord, if they forsake Him & serve strange gods. They are warned, rebel & be consumed, 24:19-20

I. The people pledge loyalty to God 2 more times. A covenant is made to put away strange gods, 24:21-28

V. THE DEATH OF JOSHUA & ELEAZAR, 24:29-33
A. Joshua dies at the age of 110, & is buried on his inheritance, vv. 29-30
B. The covenant at Shechem is kept, vs. 31
C. Promise concerning the bones of Joseph kept. They are re-buried in Shechem, vs. 32

(see Gen. 50:24-26; Exo. 13:19; Heb. 11:22)

D. Eleazar, the high priest, also dies and is buried, vs. 33

(He is succeeded by Phineas)
