JOSHUA Lesson 3 

Chapters 6 – 8
Teacher: John M. Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Sunday Bible Class, September 2005
I. THE VICTORY AT JERICHO, Chapter 6

A. Divine orders are given, vv. 1-5

1. God tells Joshua, “See, I have give into thine hand Jericho...” [spoken as done!].

2. God’s charge:

a. Go round about the city once each day for six days.

b. On the seventh day, compass the city seven times.

c. The priest shall blow on the rams horns, the people will shout, and the wall of the city shall fall down flat.

B. Joshua commands the priests and the people, vv. 6-19

1. Joshua gives the priest and people their instructions.

2. The order of the march: armed men / priests with horns / priest with the ark / rear guard.

3. “accursed” (verse 17): Jericho was to be given completely to God and His people; thus no “booty” was to be taken from it by the Israelites (see Leviticus 27:28-29).

4. The Israelites do exactly as God instructed.

C. Victory over Jericho! Vv. 20-27

1. The wall fell! Read Hebrews 11:30

2. All in the city was destroyed (see Deuteronomy 20:15-18).

3. Only Rahab and her family are saved.

4. Jericho would no longer stand as a fortified city.

II. THE SIN OF ACHAN & THE DEFEAT AT AI, Chapter 7

A. Achan took of the “accursed thing,” v. 1

1. Note the contrast in verse 1: “But...”
2. What was Achan’s sin? see verse 21 and 6:17-18; 7:11-12, 20-21; 1 Chronicles 2:7

B. Israel is defeated at Ai, vv. 2-5

1. Thirty-six men are killed; it was a shameful defeat as they are put to flight.

2. The “hearts of the people melted” - their boldness left them!

C. Joshua’s reaction and God’s charge, vv. 6-15

1. Joshua rent his clothes (a sign of pain, remorse); he is overcome with discouragement and disappointment.

2. Joshua cries unto God, not understanding the reason for this defeat.

3. God explains the cause of the defeat: “Israel hath sinned, and they have also transgressed...” (the sin of one man affected the entire nation!).

4. Evil must be removed from the camp!
D. Joshua confronts Achan, vv. 16-26

1. Joshua confronts Achan, and Achan tells what he has done (vv. 20-21).

2. The “booty” is recovered from Achan’s tent.

3. Achan is stoned, and burnt with fire.

III. VICTORY AT AI, Chapter 8

A. Joshua prepares to do battle against the King of Ai, vv. 1-13

1. God emboldens Joshua.

2. Note Joshua’s strategy.

B. The Israelites and their victory at Ai, vv. 14-29

1. The Israelites arrange an ambush: the city is burned and the men of Ai slain.

2. The King of Ai is hanged.

C. Worship at Ebal, vv. 30-35

1. Joshua built an altar to God and wrote upon stones a copy of the law of Moses.

2. He “read all the words of the law, the blessings and the cursings...”

3. Not one word of Moses law was left unread!

