JOSHUA Lesson 1 
Introduction and Chapters 1-2

Teacher: John M Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Sunday Bible Class, August 2005

AUTHOR: Joshua (see 24:26).

1. Joshua’s original name was “Oshea” (Numbers 13:8) which means “salvation” (cf. Numbers 13:16; Deuteronomy 32:44); he was a selfless servant, scout, and solider.

2. Joshua was born in Egyptian slavery, trained under Moses (see Numbers 11:16; 27:18-23; Exodus 24:13), and was chosen by God to lead the people after Moses’ death.

3. At the time he began to lead the people, he was 80+ years old (14:7-10), and lived to the age of 110 (24:29).

4. The name Joshua occurs in Numbers 14:6 and means, “Jehovah saves” (note: the Greek equivalent for “Joshua” is “Jesus” – compare Matthew 1:21 and Acts 7:45).

SUBJECT: Israel’s possession of the promised land of their inheritance (see Genesis 12:7; 13:15; 15:18-21; Exodus 6:6-8; and Joshua 1:1-9; 3:17; 11:23).

DATE WRITTEN: about 1425-1420 BC.

PURPOSE: to give the historical record of Israel settling the promised land.

1. This is the first of the twelve historical books of the Old Testament.

2. God not only gave Israel this promised land, but also, in driving out the Canaanites, He was showing His judgment against iniquity (see Leviticus 18:24-25; Genesis 15:16).

3. Seeing the fulfillment of God’s promises is a sure lesson about God’s faithfulness!

4. Specific allotment of portions of the land was one of Joshua’s tasks (chapters 13-22).

5. Israel enters the land (1:1-5:12), conquers it (5:13-12:24), and possesses the land (13-24)

CHAPTER ONE
I. GOD’S COMMISSION TO JOSHUA, 1:1-9

A. God speaks to Joshua after Moses’ death, and commissions him to go over Jordan, into the land.

B. Joshua is to keep the law of God before him.

II. THE COMMAND OF JOSHUA TO THE PEOPLE, 1:10-18 

A. Joshua commands the officers to prepare the people to cross into the land. 
B. The end in sight? REST in the land!

CHAPTER 2
I. TWO MEN ARE SENT TO SPY OUT THE LAND, 2:1-21. 

A. They lodge in Rahab’s house, and word comes to the king of Jericho 
B. Rahab helps hide them, and requests their mercy when the Israelites come into the land, (see Hebrews 11:31; James 2:5).

II. THE SPIES RETURN AND REPORT TO JOSHUA, 2:22-24
