THE BOOK OF JUDE

Teacher:  John M. Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Sunday Bible Class, February 2008

INTRODUCTION:
A.  AUTHOR:  Jude, the brother of James, half-brother of Jesus (Matthew 13:55; Mark 6:3).

B.  THEME:  Warning about and exposure of false teachers!

1. He urges contending for the faith, v. 3

2. He speaks of those who pervert grace, v. 4

3. He refers to the fall of angels and the fate of Sodom, vv. 6-7

4. He warns of the ways of Cain, Balaam, and Core, v. 11

5. He speaks of “falling,” v. 24

C.  PURPOSE:  Jude writes to defend the faith against false teachers.

I.  THE PURPOSE OF JUDE’S WRITING, verses 1-4

A. Salutation, vv. 1-2

B. Jude’s purpose in writing, vv. 3-4

1. Notice Jude intended to write a letter about the “common salvation” but found it more necessary to write concerning heresies confronting the church.

2. “Exhort” = military term describing general giving orders to his army; a call to arms!

3. “earnestly contend for the faith” 

a. Contend:  “to strive; to contest”; a word taken from athletics or the field of battle.

b. “the faith” – the system of faith, New Testament Christianity

c. Christians must vigorously fight for and defend the faith!  Philippians 1:17

4. “once delivered unto the saints”

a. Gk, HAPAX = once for all; one time for all time – something once done, perpetually valid, never needing repetition.

b. Hebrews 10:10, “…we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus

Christ once for all”

c. 1 Peter 3:18, “For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust,

that he might bring us to God…”

d. Christianity has been once revealed:  it is perpetually valid; we don’t look for “new revelations” of God’s spiritual truth, for we have it (2 Peter 1:3).

5. Reason?  There are “certain men crept in unawares”:- 

a. They came in secretly (“wolves” among the “sheep” – Matthew 7:15)

b. They were prophetically assigned to condemnation (doom).

c. They turn the grace of God into lasciviousness (“wantonness; lawlessness”).

d. They denied Christ.

II.  THE CASES OF APOSTACY, verses 5-7

A. Disbelief of the children of Israel, v. 5

B. Disobedience of the angels, v. 6

1. They had to face the consequences of disobedience and rebellion (2 Peter 2:4).

2. The point:  if they were not spared in their disobedience, would we be?

C. Degeneracy of Sodom & Gomorrha, v. 7

1. See Genesis 18-19; Luke 17:28-29; 2 Peter 2:6-9; Romans 1:27; 1 Corinthians 6:9.

2. Sin brings destruction!

III.  THE CAUSES OF APOSTACY, verses 8-10

A. Impure thinking, v. 8

1. “filthy dreamers”:  pollution; corruption of the mind (see 1 Corinthians 4:5; Romans 
2:16).

2. We must guard our eyes and ears because they affect the mind.

B. Immoral habits, v. 8

1. “defile the flesh”:  immorality
2. When one despises authority (“speak evil of dignities,” despising the authority of God), one is bound to reject the moral restraints God has placed upon man for his good, and give over to every sort of wicked immorality which man’s mind can imagine.

C. Insolent hearts, vv. 9-10

1. Having thrown off restraints (despising authority), they go into rebellion!
2. They do that which Michael the archangel won’t:  these false teachers rail against heavenly beings (“speak evil” in vv. 8 & 10 literally mean “speak blasphemy”).
3. They defy God, in word and action!  See Psalm 12:3-4

IV. THE COURSE OF APOSTACY, v. 11-15

A. Their condemnation:  WOE!

B. Their character:

1. They have gone in the way of  CAIN (see Genesis 4; Hebrews 11:4).
The way of Cain is the way of religion without faith or obedience!
2. They ran after the error of BALAAM (see Numbers 22:7-13; 2 Peter 2:15; Revelation 2:14).  
The error of Balaam is the error of not heeding God!
3. They are perished in the gainsaying of CORE (see Numbers 16:1-3, 31-35).


Core rebelled against God’s appointed authority.
4. They are dangerous, like spots (hidden rocks – see Matthew 7;15), v. 12


*Note:  “feasts of charity” – common, brotherly meals, such as at Jerusalem


(Acts 2:46) and Troas (Acts 20:11).

5. They are destitute, having no real substance, vv. 12-13


Clouds without water, trees without fruit, raging waves, stars without fixed point.
6. They are doomed, vv. 14-15

V.  THE CONDUCT OF APOSTATES, vv. 16-19

A. Discontented, v. 16

1. “murmurers and complainers” (grumblers, malcontents; see 1 Corinthians 10:1-10; Philippians 2:14-16).
2. Their guide is the lust – selfish, self-centered.

B. Deceitful, vv. 16-18

1. “speak great swelling words” = arrogant boasters (“hot air”).
2. “having men’s persons in admiration because of advantage” = to get personal benefit.

3. “mockers” – 2 Peter 3:3

C. Divisive, v. 19

1. “separate themselves” – see Romans 16:17; Acts 20:30

2. sensual – having not the Spirit

VI.  JUDE’S ADMONITION TO THE FAITHFUL, vv. 20-23

A. A call to faithfulness, vv. 20-21

1. The foundation for our Christian life is our “most holy faith”

2. The apostates seek to tear down – true Christians must remain firm!

B. A call to soul-winning, vv. 22-23

CONCLUSION:

A. Jude’s closing, vv. 24-25

B. Our learning:  we can be on guard against false teaching – anything that would lead man away from God!
