THE BOOK OF JUDGES, Lesson 7 
Chapters 17 – 21

Teacher: John M. Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Sunday Bible Class, February 2006
These final chapters are like an “appendix” and aren’t meant to necessarily portray Israelite history in chronological order. Instead, they provide us with information about life in the nation during the period of the Judges.
I. MICAH & THE MIGRATION of the DANITE TRIBE, 17:1-18:31

A. Micah is a man of mount Ephraim, 17:1-13.

1. He steals silver from his mother, and confesses to the crime.

2. With this money returned, his mother uses it to make a molten image (note verse 6).

3. Micah persuades a Levite to be his own priest.

*What we see in this chapter is syncretism, the blending of various religions together.
B. The children of Dan desire to migrate into the mountainous area, 18:1-31

1. Five men from Dan go forth to seek and find an inheritance of land.

2. They lodge, during their search for land, at the home of Micah, and decide to steal from Micah’s house his images, persuading Micah’s priest to accompany them.

3. Micah and his compatriots give chase and overtake the children of Dan, but are too weak to overpower the Danites.

4. The Danites come to the city of Laish, conquer and destroy it, and name it “Dan.”
5. The graven image is set up in a prominent place in the city.

II. THE BENJAMITE WAR, 19:1 – 21:25

A. The Cause of War, 19:1-20:14 [NOTE: the time is one of anarchy, confusion, and judgment]
1. A certain Levite takes a concubine to himself from Bethlehem-judah.

2. She returns to her father; the man goes after her, and she finally departs with him.

3. Journeying, the man, concubine, and a servant lodge in Gibeah, a city of Benjamin.

4. Certain men of the city, “sons of Belial” (evil men), come to the door where this man is lodging, and ask for him to be brought out that they may “know” him (the sin here is homosexuality; see Genesis 19)
5. The master of the house offers these “sons of Belial” his own daughter and the concubine, but begs them regarding this man that they “not do so vile a thing.”
B. The Carrying-out of the War, 20:25-48

1. Israel does battle against the tribe of Benjamin.

2. The children of Benjamin were smitten, and the cities were also burned.

C. The results of the War, 21:1-25

1. The men of Israel had sworn not to give their daughter in marriage to a Benjamite.

2. The threat was that the tribe of Benjamin would cease to exist, yet the tribe is spared!

NOTE 21:25 – This verse sums up the entire Book of Judges!
