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Chapter 3
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I. THE NATIONS LEFT TO TEST ISRAEL, vv. 1-4

A. These nations left by God, vv 1-3

1. Israel’s disobedience to drive out these people will now be used as a tool by God to prove and chastise the people of Israel.

B. Verse 4 says “they were to prove Israel by them, to know…” For whom to know? See Isaiah 46:9-10.  The testing is for Israel’s sake.
II. THE APOSTASY OF ISRAEL, vv. 5-7

A. The children of Israel intermarried with the people of false religions around them and committed idolatry, vs. 6.

B. They forgot God, vs. 7. Cf. Deut. 8:11.

III. THE FIRST OPPRESSION, vv. 8-11

A. Oppression of Chushanrishathim (“cushite double wickedness”), king of Mesopotamia.

B. Israel serves them 8 years, vs. 8.

C. Repentance of Israel, vs. 9a.

D. God raises up a deliverer, Othniel, Caleb’s nephew, vs. 9b.

E. Note verse 10, “the Lord delivered”. God fights for Israel again. It is God that is the cause of their victory.

F. Othniel’s influence lasts 40 years and Israel has peace during this time, vs. 11.

IV. THE SECOND OPPRESSION, vv. 12-30
A. Verse 12, “And the children of Israel did evil again in the sight of the Lord:” 

This will be the pattern of events we will see throughout Judges.

B. Oppression of Eglon, king of Moab, vs. 12.

1. There is an alliance between Moab, Ammon, and Amalek, vs. 13.

C. Israel serves them 18 years, vs. 14.

D. Repentance of Israel, vs. 15a.

E. God raises up Ehud, a Benjamite, to deliver them, vs. 15b.

1. He is left-handed (lit. “shut of his right hand”). This seems to be a common trait among the tribe of Benjamin, see 20:15-16.

2. The children of Israel send a present (“tribute”) to the king of Moab. Ehud delivers it.

F. Ehud makes a dagger, concealing it on his right thigh, and goes and presents the tribute to the king, vv. 16-18

1. a cubit = about 18 inches

2. two edges – would cut a deep wound.

G. Ehud returns to the king and slays him, vv. 19-22.

1. “the quarries” – graven images, vs. 19

2. “Keep silence” – a call for quiet, vs. 19

3. “summer parlour” – a room to cool oneself in the breezes, vs. 20

4. “haft” – hilt

5. A very grievous wound – vs. 22.

H. Ehud makes his escape and calls Israel to battle, vv. 23-30.

1. Shut and lock the doors – Gave the appearance of need for privacy, vs. 23

2. “covereth his feet” – answering the call of nature, vs. 24. Cf. 1 Samuel 24:3

3. “the Lord hath delivered” – God fights for Israel again, vs. 28.

4. 10,000 men slain, vs. 29.

5. Israel had rest for 80 years, vs. 30.

I. Shamgar also judged Israel and slew 600 Philistines with an ox goad, vs. 31.

1. ox goad – rod about 8 feet long with a spike on one end and a flat blade on the other.

