THE BOOK OF JUDGES, Lesson 4
Chapters 4 - 8

Teacher: John M. Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Sunday Bible Class, January 2006
We are in the midst of a section dealing with Israel’s apostasies.
I. THE THIRD APOSTASY, chapters 4 - 5

A. The children of Israel again did evil in the sight of God, chapter 4.

1. Their servitude is coming, this time to Jabin and Sisera.

2. Deborah is raised up to judge Israel; she is the 4th judge.

3. Deborah appoints BARAK to rule with her; he will take charge of the military operations against the enemies of Israel.

4. Sisera is defeated, and is killed (see 4:21 & 5:24-27); Jabin is defeated also.

B. Deborah’s song, chapter 5

1. Chapter 5 is a poetic account of the events in chapter 4.

2. The land rests for another 40 years.

II. FOURTH & FIFTH APOSTASIES, chapters 6 - 8 
A. The call of Gideon, chapter 6

1. Again, Israel does evil in the sight of God.

2. They will be brought into a fourth servitude, this time to MIDIAN

3. A FIFTH JUDGE is raised up, GIDEON

4. Note the character of this man Gideon:

a. A man of great humility: 6:15
b. Deliberate: 6:17
c. Devoted to God: 6:24
d. Obedient to God: 6:27
e. Empowered for service: 6:34
f. On speaking terms with God: 6:36-7:9
g. Wise: 7:16-18
h. Diplomatic: 8:1-3
i. Loyal to God: 8:23

5. Gideon will be God’s instrument to save Israel!

6. Gideon’s work & the battle arrayed, 6:25-40
B. The conquests of Gideon, chapter 7

1. Gideon’s followers are tested, 7:1-8

2. Gideon’s encouragement, 7:9-15

3. Gideon’s victory, 7:16-25 

C. The campaign extended, and the FIFTH APOSTASY, chapter 8

1. The military campaign extended, 8:1-21

2. The end of Gideon’s life, 8:22-32

3. THE FIFTH APOSTACY, 8:33 ff

a. As soon as Gideon was dead, the children of Israel turned again to idolatry.

b. They did not remember God!

