THE BOOK OF JUDGES, Lesson 5 
Chapters 9 – 12

Teacher: John M. Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Sunday Bible Class, January 2006
The FIFTH APOSTASY continued...
I. THE FIFTH APOSTASY continued, chapter 9

A. Abimelech (6th Judge) takes the rulership and is made King, 9:1-21

1. Abimelech kills his brothers (except for Jotham) to be made King (a usurpation!),
2. Jotham tells the men of Shechem that they have done poorly in choosing Abimelech their King (note his illustration or “fable”).

3. Jotham must flee.

B. Gaal’s conspiracy, 9:22-57

1. Abimelech had reigned three years when God sends “an evil spirit” between Abimelech and the men of Shechem.

2. Gaal, the son of Ebed, issues a challenge to Abimelech, and hostilities begin

3. In this situation, both sides will be “losers” - remember, both sides are contrary to the will of God, and He will thus place them in opposition to each other.

4. Abimelech rallies the people against Gaal, and Shechem is destroyed.

5. Abimelech is killed by a woman (indirectly)

6. Evil is charged upon those guilty!

II. THE JUDGESHIP OF TOLA, 10:1-2 (7th Judge)

III. THE JUDGESHIP OF JAIR, 10:3-5 (8th Judge)

IV. THE SIXTH APOSTASY (and 9th Judge), 10:6 - 12:7

A. The Period of the FIFTH SERVITUDE, to the Philistines and Ammon, 10:6-12:7

1. Israel again goes into apostasy (idolatry).

2. God’s anger is again against them, and they will be in Philistine and Ammonite oppression for 18 years.

3. Israel again cries unto God; God rebukes their continued unfaithfulness; Israel acknowledges her sin!

*NOTE the two-fold nature of their confession: 1) they have failed to serve God and 2) they actively served Baalim!
4. God reminds them of His deliverance: note the great mercy of God in verse 16!

5. God raises up JEPHTHAH  (9th Judge)
a. Jephthah sends messengers to the King of Ammon, but they refuse to hear.

b. Thus the Ammonites begin hostilities against Israel.

6. But in seeking victory, Jephthah makes a rash, wrong vow, promising to offer to God the first thing to come out of his house to meet him when he returns from defeating the children of Ammon.

{HUMAN: would be vowed to God 
{ANIMAL: would be offered in burnt offering
7.  BUT – his daughter is the first to run to meet him – Jephthah’s joy of victory is turned to sorrow! She will remain a perpetual virgin (note that God’s law never sanctioned human sacrifice, and that doesn’t seem to be what is under discussion)

ON MAKING VOWS: *Compare Ecclesiastes 5:1-4; Leviticus 5:1, 4
7. Jephthah fights against the Ephraimites. 

B. Jephthah, having judged Israel six years, died and was buried.

V. THE JUDGESHIP OF IBZAN, 12:8-10   (10th Judge)

VI. THE JUDGESHIP OF ELON, 12:11-12   (11th Judge)

VII. THE JUDGESHIP OF ABDON, 12:13-15   (12th Judge)

