Judges Lesson 1
Introduction & Chapter 1
Teacher: Jerry D. Sturgill, Flatwoods church of Christ, Sunday Bible Study, December 2005
Introduction:
AUTHOR: Who penned the book is unknown. (Some believe Samuel). Because “all scripture is given of inspiration of God” we are confident of the author – God.

DATE WRITTEN: Before the Jebusites were driven from Jerusalem by King David, see1:21; cf. 2 Samuel 5:13
SCOPE: Covers about 319 years & 13 of the 15 Judges (Eli & Samuel are covered in 1 Samuel). We will see seven periods of oppression followed by deliverance and peace. We need to recognize that the book is not in a strict chronological order & some of the Judges were contemporary with one another.
These Judges were not simply judicial figures as we consider Judges today. Mostly, a Judge is to be considered a Deliverer. His prime work was to bring the nation out of its deplorable conditions into which their sins had brought them.
THEME:  As we study this book we will see Israel’s fall into idolatry & God’s deliverance. This cycle will be repeated over & over:
1) Israel’s rebellion.
2) God allows nations around them to oppress them.

3) Israel’s repentance.

4) God will raise up a Judge to deliver them.

5) After the death of the Judge, Israel returns to her rebellious ways and the cycle starts over again.

6) Note 2:11-23
Of the many lessons in this book, we will notice these two truths most clearly illustrated:

A. We see that when Israel obeys God they are blessed. When they disobey God they bear the consequences of their sins. Rebellion against God brings punishment.

B. We see also the long suffering of God. God is willing to forgive his children & repentance brings restoration to God.

CHAPTER 1

I. CONQUESTS AFTER JOSHUA’S DEATH, Chapter 1:1-36
A. Judah & Simeon Defeat Adonibezek, vv. 1-7

1. “Now after the death of Joshua” – A new era begins, vs. 1

a. “children of Israel asked of the Lord” – Step 1, Always go to God!

2. Victory assured, but not unconditional, vs. 2. Cf. Joshua 23

3. Judah & Simeon fight together, slay 10,000 in Bezek, vs. 3-4

4. Adoni-Bezek – “lord of Bezek” (a title, not a name), vs. 5

5. Cut off thumbs & great toe – Would be unable to hold a weapon or run, vs. 6
6.  The king recognized the justice of his end.
B. A history of activity of the tribe of Judah, vv. 8-15.
1. Judah had taken the city of Jerusalem, but had not inhabited it allowing the Jebusites to return, vs.8; cf. Joshua 15:63.
2. The conquest of Caleb here recorded is found in Joshua 15:13-19, vs. 10-15.
C. Failure of the tribes of Judah & Benjamin, vv. 16-21
1. Kenites, descendants of Jethro, Moses father-in-law, vs. 16.
a. City of palm trees – Jericho, see Deuteronomy 34:3.

2. Gaza, Askelon, Ekron, - cities of Philistines, vs. 18.
a. coast –“boarder, territory”

3. “he” – referring to Judah not the Lord, vs. 19.

a. Failure of Judah, vs. 29.

4. Caleb successful in his conquest, vs. 20. Why? See Joshua 14:14.
5. Failure of Benjamin, vs 21.

D. Conquest of the house of Joseph, vs. 22-26
1. “The Lord was with them” – they were faithful & obedient, vs. 22.
2. descry – “to spy out”

3. Victory, vs. 25. Reason? See verse 22.

E. Israel’s Hall of Shame, vs. 27-36

1. Failure of Manasseh, vv. 27-28

2. Failure of Ephraim, vs. 29

3. Failure of Zebulun, vs. 30

4. Failure of Asher, vs. 31-32

5. Failure of Naphtali, vs. 33

6. Failure of Dan, vs. 34

The Canaanite were not defeated but were made tributaries.

