LEVITICUS Lesson 3 
Chapters 8 -10

Teacher: John M Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Sunday Bible Class, November 2004
I. GOD’S AUTHORITY, Chapter 8
A. Aaron and his sons are anointed priests, 8: 1-1 3

1. Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar, Ithamar

2. For background on this chapter, see Exodus 28-29

3. Their consecration consisted of; washing, investiture, anointing, sacrifice.

4. Note: Under the Old Testament, God’s people had a priesthood; under the New Testament, God’s people are a priesthood (see 1 Peter 2:5, 9).

AARON’S PRIESTHOOD & OUR PRIESTHOOD
1. Priests submitted to washing -we are washed by Christ’s blood in baptism.
2. Priest were anointed with oil -we have the anointing of the Holy Spirit

(1 John 2:20, 27).
3. Priests were the sons of Aaron -we are the sons of God.
4. Priests were born into this privilege - we are born again.
5. Priests feed on the flesh of sacrifice - we in the Lord’s Supper (see John 6:53 ff.).
6. Priests offered animal sacrifice- we offer spiritual sacrifices.

B. A sin offering is brought, 8:14-17

C. A burnt offering is brought, 8:18-21

D. A ram of consecration is brought, 8:22-25

E. A wave offering is made, 8:26-29

F. Aaron and his sons are anointed and consecrated, 8:30-36

II. GOD’S GLORY REVEALED, chapter 9
A. Preparations are made for the offerings, 9:1-7

*Note: beginning here, Moses will no longer be the sole mediator between God and Israel; now, there will be a priesthood to mediate between the people and the Lord.
B. Aaron’s offering, 9:8-14

C. The people’s offering, 9:15-21

D. Moses and Aaron bless the people, and God accepts the offering, 9:22-24
III. GOD’S DISCIPLINE, chapter 10 

A. The case of Nadab & Abihu, 10:1-7

1. They offered “strange fire” before God: presumption & disobedience!
NADAB & ABIHU WERE WRONG!
a. They were the wrong people: this offering was the task of their father, the High Priest (Exodus 30:7-10, 34-38). 

b. They had the wrong instruments: their own censor, instead of the censor of the High Priest (Exodus 40:9). 

c. They had the wrong time: it was on the day of atonement the High Priest was to take the incense into the holy of holies (Leviticus 16:1 ff.). 
d. They had the wrong authority: there was no Word from Moses (no Word of God) for what they did. 

e. They had the wrong fire: the incense was to burn on coals taken from the brazen attar (Leviticus 6:12-13; 16:11-12).

f. They had the wrong motive: they didn’t seek to glorify God (Leviticus 10:3).
g. They were under the wrong influence: compare Leviticus 10:9-10 with Ephesians 5:18.

2. They died before God!

a. Disobedience put the priests in danger of death (see Exodus 28:35, 43; 30:20-21; Leviticus 16:2; Numbers 4:15, 19-20).
b. Great privilege brought great responsibility!

3. Moses declared the holiness and power of God.

a. Aaron was not allowed to mourn (see 21:10-12).

b. Though he couldn’t mourn by uncovering his head, etc., he could fast (see vv. 19-20) – Aaron wasn’t going to be hypocritical and offer false sacrifice (compare 1 Samuel 16:7; Psalm 51:16-17; Micah 6:6-8).

4. Nadab and Abihu are carried out of the camp.

WAYS MEN DISOBEY GOD:
a. Doing what He had forbidden: Genesis 3:1-6; 1 John 3:4

b. Failing to do what He has commanded: Jonah 1-3; 1 Samuel 15; 1 John 2:3-6; James 4:17 
c. Adding to His Word: Proverbs 30:5-6; Deuteronomy 4:2; 12:32; 2 John 9; Revelation 22:18

d. Subtracting from His Word: 1 Samuel 15:1-11,17-19 
e. Substituting man’s way for God’s way: Leviticus 10:1-2; Genesis 6-7

B. God speaks to Aaron, 10:8-11 
C. Moses speaks to Aaron, 10:12-20
