CONCLUSION OF LUKE – BEGINNING OF ACTS

Teacher:  John M. Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Sunday Bible Class, March 2003

INTRODUCTION:  Because both the Gospel of Luke and the book of Acts were written by Luke, it is important to look at the first two chapters of Acts to see the fulfillment of some of Jesus’ statements at the end of Luke.  Acts is the continuation of Luke; it is the “rest of the story.”

I.  CONCLUSION OF LUKE
A.  Jesus tells His apostles that repentance and remission of sins would be preached in His name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.

B.  Jesus tells His apostles they were “witnesses” of these things.

C.  Jesus tells His apostles He would send the promise of the Father upon them:

1. They were to tarry (wait) in Jerusalem.

2. They would be “endued with power from on high.”

II.  BEGINNING OF ACTS
A.  Luke addresses Acts to Theophilus (compare Luke 1:3), Acts 1:1-3.

1. He mentions his “former treatise” (Gospel of Luke).

2. He tells that Jesus had shown Himself alive to His apostles, being seen of them forty days.

B.  The promise of the Father, Acts 1:4-5:

1. Jesus had told the apostles to not depart from Jerusalem.

2. They would be baptized with the Holy Ghost no many days later.

C.  Question about the Kingdom, Acts 1:6-8:

1. Jesus would come in His kingdom:  Matthew 16:27-28

2. The Kingdom would come in their lifetime, and it would come with power:  Mark 9:1

3. The power would come with the Spirit:  Acts 1:8

4. The Spirit came on Pentecost:  Acts 2:1-4

D.  Repentance and remission of sins:  Peter’s sermon and its result:  Acts 2:14-42

E.  Jesus’ reign:  Acts 2:34-36 (see also Hebrews 1:3, 13; 10:12-14; 1 Corinthians 15:20-26)

