LUKE Chapter 24

Teacher:  John M. Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Sunday Bible Class, March  2003

I.  JESUS’ RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD, vv. 1-12

A.  Women come to the tomb of Jesus to anoint His body.

1. The find the stone rolled away and Jesus’ body gone (note Matthew 28:2-4).
2. Two men appear (angels) and inform them that Jesus is risen from the dead.

3. They remembered Jesus’ words, that He would rise (compare 9:31; 18:31-34; cf. Matthew 16:21, John 2:18-22).

4. They return to tell these things to the eleven, and others.

B.  Uncertain, Peter ran into the sepulcher and saw Jesus’ linen clothes in the empty tomb 

(compare John 20:4-8).

NOTE:  

Jesus rose from the dead on the first day of the week, and this chapter is proof of that.

a. Verse 1 says “the first day of the week.”

b. Verse 13 speaks of “the same day.”

c. Verse 21 calls that day “the third day since these things were done.”

d. Verse 46 says that Jesus would “rise from the dead the third day.”

Thus, the THIRD DAY was THE SAME DAY which was THE FIRST DAY OF THE WEEK – It is the day of our Lord’s resurrection, which is why the day came to be the day of Christian worship in the New Testament (Acts 20:7; 1 Corinthians 16:2). 

II.  JESUS ON THE ROAD TO EMMAUS, vv. 13-35

A.  Two people on the way of Emmaus meet Jesus.

1. They don’t recognize Him as He asks them what they are discussing and why they are sad. 

2. They relate to Jesus matters “concerning Jesus of Nazareth.”

3. To these men, who are confused and perplexed, Jesus says “O fools, and slow of heart the believe…” 

4. Jesus begins at Moses and the prophets and expounds unto them the things concerning Himself (such passages as Genesis 3:15; Numbers 2:19; Deuteronomy 18:15; 2 Samuel 7:12; Psalm 16; 22; Isaiah 7:14; 9:1; 53; Daniel 7:13; Micah 5:2; Zechariah 9:9).
5. They persuade Jesus to abide with them in the city.

B.  As Jesus sits at meat with them, they recognize Him, and He vanished from their sight.

1. They talked with each other about their encounter with Jesus.

2. Then they arose, found the eleven and others.

3. The eleven relate how Jesus had appeared to Simon (see 1 Corinthians 15:5).

4. These two relate the events that had happened to them.

III.  JESUS APPEARS TO THE DISCIPLES, vv. 36-49

A.  Jesus stand in the midst of them.


1.  They are afraid, thinking they had seen a spirit.

2. But Jesus offers His hands and feet as evidence it is He (“flesh and bones”).

3. Jesus eats with them (see Acts 10:41).

NOTE:  There are at least ten distinct appearances of Christ between the resurrection and ascension:

1) To Mary Magdalene at the tomb: Mark 16:9; John 20:11-18

2) To the women on the road: Matthew 28:9-10

3) To to disciples on the road to Emmaus: Luke 24:13-32

4) To Peter: Luke 24:34

5) To ten of the eleven apostles: Mark 16:14; Luke 24:36-43; John 20:19-25

6) To the eleven apostles (including Thomas) eight days later: John 20:26-31

7) To seven disciples by the shore of the Sea of Galilee: John 21:1-25

8) To more than five hundred disciples: 1 Corinthians 15:6 (cf. Matthew 28:16-17)

9) To James: 1 Corinthians 15:7

10)   To the apostles when He ascended: Acts 1:3-11

Later, He would appear to Paul:  Acts 9; 1 Corinthians 15:8

B.  All things in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms had to be fulfilled concerning Him.

1. He opened their understanding that they might understand the Scriptures.

2. What he tells them:

a. That it is written Christ had to suffer and rise from the dead the third day. 

b. That repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem (see Acts 2 for the fulfillment of this!).

c. That they were witnesses of these things.
d. That He will send the promise of the Father upon them, and that they will be endued with power from on high (see Acts 1:1-8; 2:1-4).
IV.  JESUS’ ASCENSION, vv. 50-53

A.  Jesus blessed these disciples, and was carried up into heaven (see Acts 1:9-11; Ephesians 4:8-10).


Why did Jesus ascend to Heaven?  To reign!  See Acts 2:29-36; 1 Corinthians 15:24-27; 

Hebrews 1:1-3; 1 Peter 3:22

B.  They worshipped Jesus, returned to Jerusalem with great joy, and continued in the temple, blessing and praising God (remember, they are waiting for the promise of the Father).

ON THE RESURRECTION:


Read and study 1 Corinthians 15:1-58


See also John 5:28-29; Romans 8:11; Philippians 3:20-21; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; 

               1 John 3:1-3  

