NEHEMIAH Lesson 4

Chapters 11 – 13

Teacher:  John M. Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Sunday Bible Class, July-August 2007

I.  REPOPULATING THE NATION & DEDICATING THE WALL, 11:1 - 12:47

A. Repopulating Jerusalem, 11:1-24

1. There are too many for all to reside in Jerusalem, and many already had their own Homes; so rulers (heads of any rank, class, group) agreed to dwell in Jerusalem.  

2. A lot is cast to determine this (see Proverbs 16:33).

3. Many make a great sacrifice in giving up their homes to stay in the city (vv. 3 and following tell us of those who agree to stay).

B. Other Villages are Repopulated, 11:25-36

C. The Situation of the Priests and the Levites, 12:1-26

1. Named are the priest and Levites who came up with Zerubbabel.

2. The succession of High Priests is also enumerated.

D. The wall is dedicated, 12:27-47

1. People are gathered to Jerusalem for this dedication.

2. There is great joy in the city – gladness, singing, thanksgiving, dancing, joy!

II.  REFORMS IN THE NATION, 13:1-31

A. Reform in relation to foreigners, vv. 1-3

B. Reform in the priesthood, vv. 4-14

1. There is a break in the narrative here; Nehemiah had returned to Persia.
2. Meanwhile, Eliashib, who should have guarded the house of God, had allowed Tobiah to have an “apartment” in the holy building, thus desecrating it.

3. Nehemiah is given another leave of absence to return to Jerusalem; a ceremonial cleansing of the house of God is performed.

C. Reform regarding the Sabbath, vv. 15-22

1. The Sabbath is being violated.
2. Nehemiah enacts reform to keep holy the Sabbath day, and promises consequences to any who would violate it.

D. Reform regarding marriage, vv. 23-31

1. Compare Ezra 9-10:  apparently, some who had married foreign wives had been overlooked (or perhaps relapsed), and these marriages had not been corrected.

2. Note the “speech of Ashdod” in verse 24.
3. Nehemiah described their sinful states, and even physically punished them for their transgressions.
4. Nehemiah reminds them of Solomon’s sin  (see 1 Kings 11:1 ff)

*Note:  there is no word, at least in the book of Nehemiah, about Nehemiah returning to Persia.  In fact, the Jewish historian Josephus maintained that Nehemiah lived a long life and governed Judah the rest of his life.

