NEHEMIAH Lesson 2

Chapters 3 – 6

Teacher:  John M. Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Sunday Bible Class, July 2007

REBUILDING THE WALLS OF JERUSALEM

I.  THE WORK BEGINS, 3:1-32

A. The various workmen (builders of the wall) and their tasks are described in this chapter.

B. Note that the various portions or work are going on simultaneously (4:6).

II.  THE WORK HINDERED, 4:1 - 6:14

A. The adversaries MOCK the work, 4:1-6

1. Sanballat cannot blatantly disregard the king's orders, so he mocks and ridicules instead.

2. Note Nehemiah's petition to God, vv. 4-5

3. Verse 6 is a tremendous summarization!  The work is completed because the people are cooperating.

B. The adversaries CONSPIRE against the work, 4:7-23

1. Some of the Jews begin to get discouraged.

2. A watch is set:  Nehemiah arms the laborers..

C. The RICH are misusing the POOR, 5:1-19

D. The adversaries try to LURE AWAY NEHEMIAH from the work, 6:1-4

E. The adversaries make FALSE ACCUSATION against the Jews, 6:5-9

F. The adversaries try to PROVOKE SIN on the part of Nehemiah, 6:10-14

III.  THE WORK ACCOMPLISHED, 6:15-7:4

A. The wall is finished in 52 days!

1. That is an amazingly short time for this tremendous work; even the enemies must acknowledge the hand of God in what is done.

2. Tobiah still seeks to intimidate Nehemiah.

B. Nehemiah appoints rulers for Jerusalem; guards are set at the gates.

IV.  A GENEOLOGICAL RECORD IS MADE, 7:5-73
