NEHEMIAH Lesson 3

Chapters 8 – 10

Teacher:  John M. Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Sunday Bible Class, July 2007

A SPIRITUAL REVIVAL!

I.  THE PEOPLE RENEW GOD’S COVENANT, Chapter 8

A. The People Gather for the Reading of the Law, 8:1-8

1. Note the reason for coming together – the people want to hear God’s Law!

2. EZRA as a scribe would have a copy of the law; as a priest he would be able to teach it (Leviticus 10:11; Deuteronomy 17:9; Malachi 2:7).

3. Ezra reads the law, and the people are reverent and attentive.

4. Note verse 8:  They read the law and explained it – much like teachers today, right?

B. The Response of the People, 8:9-18

1. The people wept when the heard the law.
2. But Nehemiah and the others told the people that this was to be a day of  JOY, not sorrow – they are exhorted to enjoy the blessings of God!
3. The following day, they gather again to hear more details of the law; the Feast of Tabernacles is re-initiated (see Leviticus 23:40-43).
4. “Great gladness” characterizes the people:  they learn and do God’s Word!

II.  THE PEOPLE REPENT, Chapter 9

A. The Children of Israel assemble (for the Day of Atonement – Leviticus 16:29), 9:1-4

1. Two actions characterize them:  SEPARATION & CONFESSION

2. They read the Law and worship God.

B. What follows is a summary of God’s dealings with His people, from creation to exile, 9:5-37

C. The people make a promise to keep the covenant, 9:38

III.  THE COVENANT SEALED, Chapter 10

A. The priestly families who seal (ratify) the covenant are named, 10:1-27

B. The Responsibilities of the Covenant, 10:28-39

1. There is a penalty for disobedience and a promise to enforce the penalty.

2. The people agree:

a. Not to marry those of other nations;
b. Keep the Sabbath and holy days reverently (see Exodus 20:8-11; Amos 8:5).

c. Observe the Sabbatical year (Exodus 23:10-11);
d. Support the Temple.
