NEHEMIAH Lesson 1

Introduction and Chapters 1-2

Teacher:  John M. Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Sunday Bible Class, July 2007

AUTHOR:  Nehemiah

1.  The name “Nehemiah” means “comforted of God.”

2.  Nehemiah was a Jew who served as cupbearer (1:11) in King Artaxerxes’ court (a cupbearer was more than merely one who brought cups to the king; he also was responsible for the safety of the contents, thus occupying a trusted position); though Nehemiah had an important position, yet his heart was with his people in Jerusalem!

3.  Nehemiah will go to Jerusalem as a civil governor thirteen years after Ezra (recall that Ezra, a priest and scribe, was there to teach the law, while Nehemiah will function in more of a governmental role).

4.  Nehemiah goes to Jerusalem to rebuild the wall of the city, restoring it to a fortified city  (though the Jews had been home nearly 100 years by this time, they had made little progress beyond rebuilding the Temple).

5.  Nehemiah leads the third group returning to Jerusalem; while the book of Ezra concerns itself with the religious aspects of the return, Nehemiah deals with the political / governmental aspects.

6.  Note certain characteristics of Nehemiah:  obedience to God’s Word, prayer, faithful service in spite of opposition!

DATE:  445-425 B.C.

This is essentially the last of the historical record of Israel in the Old Testament (the events in Esther occurred during the time of Ezra); the books that follow in the Old Testament are books of poetry and prophecy.

MESSAGE:

1.  The book shows the fulfillment of Zechariah’s prophecy that the walls of Jersualem would be rebuilt “in troublesome times” (see Daniel 9:25):  “Rebuilding the Walls.”

a. NOTE:  In 1970, Israeli archeologists uncovered remains of the “broad wall” mentioned by Nehemiah (3:8; 12:38):  an eighty-foot stretch of wall about 23 feet thick has been found on bedrock 900 west of the Temple.

b. Thus, when the wall was rebuilt, it was rebuilt very strongly (after the destruction of Nebuchadnezzar seventy years earlier).

2.  Ezra & Nehemiah contrasted:

a. Ezra:  emphasis on rebuilding the Temple; Nehemiah:  emphasis on rebuilding the walls.

b. Ezra:  the religious aspect of the Jews return; Nehemiah:  the political aspect of the Jews return.

THE RETURN TO JERUSALEM

I.  JERUSALEM'S CONDITION & NEHEMIAH'S PETITION, chapter 1

A.  THE CONDITION AT JERUSALEM, 1:1-4


1.  Nehemiah learns that those at Jerusalem are experiencing great difficulty.


2.  Nehemiah's reaction is weeping, mourning, fasting, and praying.

B.  THE PETITION OF NEHEMIAH, 1:5-11


1.  Nehemiah cries out to God!



a.  He confesses the sinful wrong of the people.



b.  He beseeches God on behalf of God's promises!


2.  Nehemiah's position in the palace is identified, v. 11

II.  ARTAXERXES' COMMISSION & INSPECTION OF THE WALLS, Chapter 2 

A.  THE COMMISSION OF ARTAXERXES, 2:1-10

1. Upon performing his duties for the King, the King notices Nehemiah is sad and inquires as to the reason.

2. Learning what made Nehemiah distraught, the King inquires what Nehemiah would ask of him.


3.  Nehemiah makes his petition:  that he be allowed to return to Jerusalem!

4.  Nehemiah makes the journey to Jerusalem, and two adversaries arise:  SANBALLAT & 

TOBIAH.

B.  THE INSPECTION OF THE WALLS OF JERUSALEM, 2:11-20


1.  In secret and by night, Nehemiah inspects the damage to the city's walls.

2. Upon divulging his plans to rebuild the walls, the reaction of the people is:  "Let us rise up and build"  (verse 18).


3.  Now there are three in opposition:  Sanballat, Tobiah, and Geshem.


4.  Notice that Nehemiah's trust is in God!

