NUMBERS Lesson 10
Chapters 31 - 36

Teacher:  John M. Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Sunday Bible Class, March-April 2005

I.  THE PEOPLE DEFEAT THE MIDIANITES, Chapter 31

Note:  God had given the children of Israel the land of Canaan in promise.  The actual possession of the land, however, would require the battle of war.

A. Victory over the enemy, 31:1-12

1. God told Moses to carry out the command of 25:16-18, then Moses would die.

2. Moses commanded the Israelites to arm themselves for war.

3. Israel defeats the Midianites.

B. Extermination of the enemy, 31:13-18

1. Moses demanded to know why the Midianite women had been saved alive (compare 1 Samuel 15:18-19).

2. Moses told them the Midianite women were responsible for the calamity at Peor (see 25:1-18) and must be killed along with the male children (compare Judges 21:11).

Questions have been raised about such incidents as these “holy wars” (cf. Deuteronomy 20) wherein God ordered the extermination of other peoples.  There are some things we need to consider as we contemplate this:

1. The absolute sovereignty of God (Jeremiah 18:6).

2. The perfect justice of God (see Deuteronomy 9:4-6; 18:12); the Old Testament is filled with examples of war as an agent of God’s judgment.

3. The perfect holiness of God, in contrast to the heinousness of sin (see Leviticus 19:2; Romans 6:23).

4. The perfect love of God; the prevention of further death, destruction, and eternal misery by the elimination of sin, filth, and corruption.

5. The source of sin:  the human heart in rebellion against God (compare Amos 4:1-13).

Note also that when God gives such a charge, He gives the reasons for it also (see for example Numbers 25:16-18; 33:55; Deuteronomy 20:17-18; Joshua 23:12).

C. Purification of the solider and spoil, 31:19-24

D. Division of the spoils, 31:25-54

1. Eleazar was to assist Moses in making a division of the spoil:  it was to be divided between those who had fought in battle and those who had remained at home (cf. 1 Samuel 30:21-25).

2. A tribute (“tax”) was to be set out by the soldiers for use of the Levites.

3. Note that there was not a single casualty among the Israelites (verses 48-49).

4. An offering to God was made. 

II.  THE REQUEST OF REUBEN & GAD, Chapter 32

A. Reuben and Gad make a request to remain on the east side of the Jordan, 32:1-5

B. Moses’ response to the request, 32:6-15

1. Moses assumes they are seeking to excuse themselves from military service.

2. Moses seems to think this is a repeat of an earlier problem (13:30-33; 14:1-9; 28-30).

C. The assurance of Reuben and Gad, 32:16-27

1. They do not intend to desert their brethren in the struggle to take Canaan.

2. Moses will agree to their request, providing they keep their word.

3. If they fail to keep their word, they will have “sinned against the Lord.”

An important Biblical principle!  See Galatians 6:7; Psalms 9:15; 141:10; Proverbs 13:5, 15; 26:27; 29:6; Isaiah 9:18; 57:20-21; Hosea 8:7; Amos 9:1-4.

D. Moses consents to the request, 32:28-32

E. Settlement of the land is given them, 32:33-42

1. The territory requested is given to Reuben, Gad, and the half-tribe of Manasseth.

2. Note:  consult a map or Bible dictionary for the location of the towns they inhabited.

III.  A RECOUNTING OF ISRAEL’S JOURNEY, Chapter 33

A. Introduction, 33:1-2

B. From Ramses to Sinai, 33:3-15

C. From Sinai to Kadeth, 33:16-36

D. From Kadesh to Mount Hor, 33:37-40

E. From Mount Hor to the plains of Moab, 33:41-49

F. Instructions concerning the conquest of Canaan, 33:50-56

IV.  DIVISION OF THE LAND OF CANAAN, Chapters 34-36

A. Tribal boundaries in Canaan, 34:1-29

B. The Levitical cities, 35:1-34

C. The inheritance of women, 36:1-12

D. A final reminder, 36:13

