NUMBERS Lesson 2

Chapters 5 - 7

Teacher:  John M. Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Sunday Bible Class, January 2005

THE SANCTIFICATION OF THE PEOPLE (chapters 5 – 10 contain additional regulations before the Israelites resume their journey to Egypt).

I.  SEPARATION FROM THINGS THAT DEFILE, Chapter 5

A.  Separation of unclean persons from the camp, 5:1-4

B.  Restitution of wrongs committed, 5:5-10

C.  A test for unfaithfulness, 5:11-31

II.  THE NAZARITE VOW, Chapter 6

A.  The taking of a Nazarite vow:  for the purpose of separating oneself to God, 6:1-2.

B.  The conditions of the Nazarite vow, 6:3-9:

1. No wine or strong drink was allowed, nor anything from the vine.

2. One’s hair could not be cut.

3. One could not go near a dead person.

C.  Further specifics of the regulation, and what to do in the case of breaking the vow, 5:10-21

(Some examples of taking this vow include Samson (Judges 13), Samuel (1 Samuel 1:9-11), and John the Baptist (Luke 1:15, 80).

D.  The priestly blessing, 6:22-27

III.  OFFERINGS OF THE PRINCES (LEADERS) IN ISRAEL, Chapter 7

A.  The Tabernacle is fully set up, 7:1

B.  The princes of Israel (heads of the tribes) make their offerings, 7:2-11

1. An offering is to be made for the dedication of the altar.

2. God will specify the offerings for each prince and tribe.

3. The gifts of each leader included the identical offerings:  Burnt offering, grain offering, peace offering, and sin offering (see Leviticus 1-5:13).

C.  The daily offerings for the dedication of the altar, 7:12-83

D.  The summary of the offerings, 7:84-89 (the dedication is complete and the altar anointed).

E.  God speaks, 7:89

1. Moses enters the Tabernacle.

2. God speaks from the mercy seat, between the cherubims on the ark of testimony.

