NUMBERS Lesson 3

Chapters 8 - 10

Teacher:  John M. Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Sunday Bible Class, January 2005

Additional Laws & Regulations / The March Begins

I.  THE LEVITES ARE SET APART, Chapter 8

A.  Instructions for setting up the lamps on the lampstands, 8:1-4

B.  Purification and dedication of the Levites, 8:5-22

1. They are to wash their bodies and clothes, and shave all their hair.

2. Offerings are to be brought (burnt offerings, grain offerings, sin offerings).

3. The Levites are to be wholly given to God.

C.  The Levites age for service, 8:23-26

1. Those who shall wait upon the service of the tabernacle shall be between the ages of 25 and 50.

2. After age 50, a Levite could assist, but not do the actual work.

II.  THE FIRST ANNUAL PASSOVER IS KEPT, Chapter 9

A.  Moses charges the Israelites to observe the Passover, 9:1-4 (see Exodus 12 for the background).

B.  They keep the Passover, 9:5-14

1. As “the Lord commanded Moses.”

2. A problem arises:  men who become defiled by a dead body.

a. Moses inquires of God.

b. The answer:  those defiled, or those on a journey, who miss the regular observance of the Passover, may observe it on month later.

3. All others, including strangers, are to observe the Passover at the appointed time and in the appointed way.

C.  The Israelites are led by God, 9:15-23

1. These events are discussing the time when the Tabernacle was erected.

2. On the day the Tabernacle was completed, a cloud covered it (note that the cloud looked like fire at night).

3. When the cloud lifted, the Israelites would set out on their journey.

4. When the cloud settled, they would stop and make camp.

5. Thus, this could was a visible and continual reminder of God’s presence:  God was guiding these people!

III.  THE TWO SILVER TRUMPETS, AND THE JOURNEY BEGINS, Chapter 10

A.  The Lord charged Moses to make two silver trumpets, 10:1-10

1. These trumpets would serve as a means of communication among the people.

2. The purposes of these trumpets:

a. To call the congregation, verse 2.

b. Journeying to the camps, verse 2.

c. To go to war, verse 9.

d. To sound an alarm, verse 9.

e. Times of rejoicing, verse 10.

3.  If both trumpets were blown, all the people were to assemble before Moses, verse 3.

4. If only one trumpet was blown, only the leaders were to assemble before Moses, verse 4.

5. A different kind of trumpet sound would serve as a signal for the tribes to march, verses 4-5.

B.  The journey begins, 10:11-36

Bear in mind that the Israelites had been camped at Mt. Sinai for almost a year; now they were ready to go toward the promised land to which God was leading them!

1. The time of departure, 10:11-12

2. The order of the march, 10:13-28

3. The invitation to Hobab, 10:29-32

4. Moses’ prayer, 10:33-36

