The Book of NUMBERS

Introduction and Chapters 1 – 4

Teacher:  John M. Brown, Flatwoods church of Christ, Sunday Bible Class, January 2005

INTRODUCTION:
AUTHOR& DATE:  Moses, about 1450-1410 B.C.

TITLE:  “Numbers” (because of the prominence of census figures).

a. The Hebrew title is “In The Wilderness.”

b. Numbers actually picks up where Exodus leaves off.

PURPOSE:  To describe the journey of Israel from Sinai to the plains of Moab.

THEME:  That God’s people must walk by faith, trusting in God, as they make their journey on God’s promises.


GENESIS:  the book of Creation


EXODUS:  the book of redemption


LEVITICUS:  the book of worship


NUMBERS:  the book of walk and service

TIME FRAME:  the book covers a period of about 40 years

THE BOOK OF NUMBERS IN THE NEW TESTAMENT:
· Compare John 3:14 with Numbers 21:9

· Compare 1 Corinthians 10:5-11 with Numbers 14:29-35; 16:41-50; 20:1-13

· Compare Jude 11 with Numbers 16; 27:3

· Compare Revelation 2:14 with Numbers 22-24

GENERAL OUTLINE:
I. ISRAEL PREPARING AT SINAI, 1:1 – 10:10

II. ISRAEL MARCHING TO KADESH-BARNEA, 10:11 – 12:16

III. ISRAEL AT KADESH-BARNEA, 13:1 – 20:13

IV. ISRAEL MARCHING TO MOAB, 20:14 – 21:35

V. ISRAEL ON THE PLAINS OF MOAB, 22:1 – 36:13

CHAPTERS 1 – 4

I.  CENSUS FOR THE MILITARY, Chapter 1

A.  The tribes are to be counted, 1:1-16

1. The count is for males, twenty years old and older, who can go forth to war.

2. A second census is taken in chapter 26.

B.  The congregation is assembled, 1:17-19

C.  The tribes are numbered, 1:20-42

1. Reuben:  46,500

2. Simeon:  59,300

3. Gad:  45,650

4. Judah:  74,600

5. Issachar:  54,400

6. Zebulun:  57,400

7. Joseph:  

a. Ephraim:  40,500

b. Manasseh:  32,200

8. Benjamin:  35,400

9. Dan:  62,700

10. Asher:  41,500

11. Naptali:  53,400

D.  The totals, 1:43-46:  603,550

E.  The Levites, 1:47-54

1. They were not included in the census (remember this way a military census, those who served in the army).

2. Their responsibility:  the things of the Tabernacle

II.  THE POSITION OF THE TRIBES IN THE CAMP and ON THE MARCH, Chapter 2

A.  God positions the children of Israel:  East, south, west, north.

B.  The do just as God commands.

III.  THE PLACE OF THE LEVITES, Chapters 3-4

A.  God chooses the Levites.

B.  The numbering and duties of the Levites.

C.  The numbering of the first-born males.

D.  The duties of the sons of Gershon, Kohath, Merari.

E.  Results of the census.

